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1994 COMBINED ROSE LISTI"',MAYNOW BE ORDERED'. >.~~~

To those who wish to know where any rose in .~
commerce may be obteined-can likely fi nd olit'in
the "C0m b'ined R0 se L'ist" for the yea r . It 'is
accurately compiled by Mrs. Beverly Dobson and
can be ordered and purchased only from Bev at
21S Harriman Road, Irvington NY 10S33, or from
Peter Schneider, P.O. Box 1603S, Rocky River,
OH 1603S. Make check or money order to the
indivi dua l for $18.00 and mark 'it carefully
for CRL94. Most orders for thi s pub ll cati on
arrive in the Fall and sometimes the books
1 ast 1 ast through the end of the year. So 'it
is important you order the book you want.
We are pointing this publication out to you as
fewer and fewer overseas growers are register-
ing their roses, including the old garden ones
they may carry. It was hoped that all roses in
commerce would be able to be listed by the ARS
i nth ei r "Modern Roses" [Jubli cat 'i0 n s as they
were issued. ARS found the registration costs
were extremely high and had to raise the fees
to $SO per variety registered. This was not
entirely acceptable to the growers and some
decli ned. When Modern Roses 9 came out the
first thing that happened was adding a separate
supplement list to add the names not received
in time to be printed in the book. The list
grew thru the years un ti 1 Modern Roses 10 was
printed and then they omitted many of the roses
listed and changes and corrections to MR9!
Steps have been taken to include these in the
Modern Roses 11 yet to come. (see page 5)

ROSE RUSTLE TO BE SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
AT 'P[ACEABLt KI Nr;lJO{rJ}

WASHINGTON, TEXAS

THE 14TH ANNUAL ROSE RUSTLE ~IILL BE HELD
THIS YEAR. Not that the Texas Rose Rustlers
are 14 years old, only "The Old Texas Rose"
rustles. We began [Jrowling the countryside
long before 1979 in search of "Lost Roses."
But 'it vias about 1976 that a small group
gathered wi th the purpose of locki nq for
old roses still growing in the area that is
now considered "the cradle of Texas Independ-
ence. " That 'is around Wash'ington County and
genera 1 area.

There have been some changes pro and con
sinc e our beqi nnl nqs . The most shaki nq vias
the loss of our chief booster, our "Mother",
Pamela Puryear, who lost 'interest when she
realized we had searcned out the areas that
are pos si ble for us to look for roses and
got another group started who 1ook for what
the yap t1y call "P'i0 nee r P1ant s ." The sea re
old annuals and perennials that have survived
many long years in the area. We miss her!

Our Rose Rustle is changing with this
1993 event. It 'isi 11crea s 'ing1yi m p0 ss'ib1e
to find an area of old rose plantings that
can be driven to and from and searched in
one day. Our group 'iasi ncreased to such a
large contl nqency that vie not only frighten
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"Double Delight"

The Texas Rose Rustlers tasted a double delight at their AUgust 21 st ice cream
social - a visit to the exciting and unusual Houston Heights home and garden of Elvin
McDonald, co-editor of the Gardens of the World series featuring Audrey Hepburn, and
the opportunity to meet Dr. Yan Ma, newly arrived old rose expert and hybridizer from
China.

First Delight:-- Talking to Dr. Ma one is reminded of the adventures of the great
plant hunters of the nineteenth century. She spent eight years pursuing old roses, which
she calls. traditional Chinese roses, through the vast provinces of China. Opening the first
page of her photo album triggers the "aha" response. There is "Maggie", a very common
Chinese rose named 'Yiping Zhuyi'! Few of the roses were ever introduced to the West,
and she gently reminded us that our occidental dates for ones that were, are probably
many centuries off the mark. Her research has determined the earliest recorded date of a
cultivated rose in China to be during the Han Dynasty 140 B.C.-87 B.C. Dr. Ma recorded

- ~~ ---- -roselllstories-and lore -as she went, ~ananer-descnption onfie-rapio disappearance 'of
species and varieties echoes our own frustration with documentation and preservation.

Crossing species with traditional Chinese roses and modem Chinese roses, Dr. Ma
is using her genetics background to pursue five goals in rose breeding: the quality of
everblooming, hardiness to minus 17 degrees Centigrade, blackspot and mildew resistance,
ease of culture, and esthetic factors such as beauty and fragrance.

In Dr. Ma we have not only the scientist but the dreamer. Her great hope is that
an international center for rose research will be established here. One of its tasks should
be the preservation of the vast but rapidly disappearing gene pool of species and old roses,
so many of which are native to China.

Second Delight:-- As the rest of us watch the last azalea die from lack of rain,
Elvin McDonald strolls around his luxuriant jungle. Reminiscent of a cottage garden but
much, much more, the small property contains everything from agapanthus to zebrina
hollyhocks. Herbs, vegetables, perennials, bromeliads, vines and orchids crawl over
fences, montage across patio walls, curve over trellises and clamber up trees in profusion.

In a mere 18 months Elvin has planted all the plants you've promised yourself you
were going to try for the last ten years-tibouchina in purple velvet, pale yellow oleanders,
happy, hardy abutilons (brought from New York as cuttings), glorious Chinese bitter

.--- .melons and many_more. _ ~ . _ ~ _ _ _ ~__~ _
We were standing in the front yard admiring the exuberance and trying to get a

handle on the planting plan, which rather defied analysis, higgledy-piggledy being the
closest concept, when Elvin shared his secret. The nursery truck had been unloaded in the
front yard just before Elvin was called away from home. Assuming the placement to have

. been deliberate, the gardener reverently planted each pot where it had been left, so the
butterfly pea vines and the hyacinth beans bloom on bamboo tepees in front of the
marguerites and other low plants instead of climbing the front of the house, altogether a
charming, serendipitous effect.

The Rustlers hope to return again, perhaps in the spring when more of the 250
roses will be in bloom.

SJDerby
Secretary, Texas Rose Rustlers
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(Rose Rustle)
residents of rural villages and often the
host rose gardeners, but we are not too pop-
ular in some areas due to some of us unwit-
tingly have defaced some of the gardens and
rose bushes.

It might be better to hold our Rustle in
the Spring rather than in the Fall. We see
many more old roses bloomirg in the Spring
and cuttings will grow well than, too. We
can have our Symposi um 'in the Fall at wh ich
time we can swap plants and cuttings as well
as enjoy speakers and indoor programs, now
that we have the Brenham Community Center to
meeti n regardl es s of we:ather.

.i;."'~'>~.:'e'

We can still have o~r ~ut-of-doors event
by r-evt si tiuq some of our f avori t e Rustle
sites, such as the picnic areas like near .
\~elcome, TX, Schulenburg', and Stephen Aus ti n
State Park at San Filipe, near Sealy TX. It
will be fun to revisit some of these rustle
sites to look for spring blooming roses!

We are indebted to our member, Liz Druitt,
for maki nq 'it po ssib le for us to have thi s
Rustle at Peaceable Kingdom and for making
their facilities available to us. We also
than k E1 'izabet h W'i1'1ston (" l.ibb 'iell), the
founder and Director of the school. We
will be offered guided tours of the grounds
and f aci li ti e s dur+nq the afternoon, so do
not miss them! You will find their basic
methods of qar deni ng, 1andscapl ng, use of
herbs, cooking, pest management, seed collec-
ti on and use of wl ld plants and envi ronmen t-
al preservation most fascinating!

Plan to arrive about 10 am and stay as
10 ngas you vl'i sh . Br'ing cut ti 119 s 0 r p1ant s !

T'RADtJ?S I CO'RNtJ?

, "Marion Brandes wants to trade: 'Catherine
Mermet' , 'Verchuren' (vari egated),' Peppermi nt
Ch 'illa II , and' R. M ul li ganii '- all Y'()D ted p1ants.
He vrould like cut ti nqs or plants of: 'SCABROSA:
'HONORINE de BRABANT', 'DUCHESS OF PORTLAND II and
'COMMANDANT BEAUREPAIRE.
Retha Groom wan t s plants or cuttings of:
"Cr'epu sc le ", "C'limbi nq Souv. de 1a Malmaison',
'Lady Hillington' ,'Climbing Lady Hillington',
"McClinton Tea", and 'Isabella Sprunt'

POSSIBLE ROSE IDENTIFICATIONS
IN THE "BENGAL ROSES" BY G. DRENNEN

In reading Mrs. Drennen's book you will see
names of roses you question. She starts the
chapter ment t orrinq "the common Chi na , or
Bengal, everb lccmtnq rose, the Rosa Indtca
of Lindley. Introduced into Europe in 1859,
........ " Lindley not only tdenti fi ed the
R. chweJlAiA Lndi.ca but also R. cliinenai».
vuLg.an.iA. Turrrinq to the tirne honored means
of 'ldent f f tca ti on , Red out e , we note thaLthe
c. Lndi..ca is the deep red while the other is
rose pink in varying areas with almost white
accented by pink accents here and there. In
checking Redoute's R. damVJ.c€fl.a 6L/en.a ('Aut-
umn Damask' "the accepted I York &..lancaster')
and c. vlI.Lg.an.!.Asome 1 ikeness appe ar s . Of
course the nose is the true tester - no frag-
rance on the Bengal she call s "Yor k and Lan-
ca ster ". Caul d her "Yor k and Lancas t er" have
been an'Archduke Charles' (Laffay 1840)?
Some 1893 rose catalooues we checked li st
both lAgrippina' and TCramoisi Superieur'.
Today we consider them one and ,the same. It
causes me to wonder about Mrs. Drennen's
pr ai ses of "Queen's Searl et'. The 1893 Rose
Catalogs list this rose, one describing it
as a reasonably new introduction. It may be
found in MODERN ROSES 9 li st ed as a small,
f o li ased , compact bush, small double, ri ch
vel.vety _scarl et, FRAGRANT blooms; cl assed a
Chi na . Synonym: "Red Hermosa". It vlasintto'-
duced to us by HaIl ock & Thorpe 'in 1880.
The "clues" suggest it likely resembles
'Hermosa' but for color. Regardless, any

rose as prolific as ~rs. Drennen describes,
and is praised by the rose catalogs of that
era must sti 11 be ar-ound SOMEWHERE. Fragrance
sllggests Ellropean"fairy roses" of mi d 1800's.
Her menti on of Semperflorens and Sanqui nea
Is further proof the Chi na Roses grow vie11
in hot to temperate climates. They are
cred 'ited to bei ngi n ~ur ope about, 1800 but
vie t hi nk they are mucn 01 der than that. We
may 1earn more of these at our Fall Rustl e
when we hope Dr. Yan :<a wi ll jO'iilus and
po ssib ly Tdeuti f y some of our "red chi na s "
and attribute chinese uarnes and dates. 11,

7?ememben.that Z~?!...ock 6agA make Icne
cortt ai.nen:a Ion. cuttLnfJ:1/ II 40ppWg.
wet pad 0/ papen. towel.. i.ruu.de: to
keep the cuttw9A mOL4t & cooL wLth
name/! 0/ the n.04e on the out4Lde G
!f0Ull TUlITII!.., too!
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EVE R B L 0 0 " I N G R O_S E S
BY

GEORGIA TORREY DRENNEN
DUFFIELD & CO., NYC, 1912 (COPYRIGHT EXPIRED)

"The Ben;;aJ- 7?o/le"

\~ar'.'/ick: "I pluck thi s whi t e rose
.,.rith P1 antagenet. "

Suffock: "I pluck thi s red rose
Our forefathers It/ere partoi al to the Bengal vii th young Sumerset."
roses for their hardiness and l onqevi ty . There Thi s much 'i s li t er a l . The roses in full
are some that have not been surpassedi n modern bloom wer e plucked, di s tri buted, and tempor-
times. The deep blood-red of the Bengalsis ari l y wor n . They wer e never made actual
the standard of ccmpari son among the scarlet, badges of war , being on l y symbols, r evi vi nq
crimson and c armi ne roses. Aqri ppi na and the whi t e and red roses of heraldry. 1:1e
Queell's Scarlet are the brightest and ri che s t heraldry. The heraldic, or armorial, rose
red roses that ever made a garden gay. They argent (si 1very '.'/hi t e ) of the House of York,
b 10 om con ti I1U0 u sly from s pr °i11gun t "il 1ate il nd t h ~ r o s ~ 9u l e s (r "7 d) of D1ant a r:1 e '1 '" t of
aut umII , and the dark s h °ini n9 9r e e 11 f 01 'i a 9ei s the Ho use of La IIcas t e r , ,"/ere the actual
the most persistent of any.exc ep tcever-qr een badges. The heraldic rose is dravlJlin a
roses. James Sprunt vi s a ha i f-c limbi uq sport conventi ona l form and IIever wi th a stalk,
from Agrippina, identical except ill habit of except when expressly directed by the words
qr owth . York and Landcasteri s the most famous of bl azon.
rose of di s tmc tl y varieqat ed hues in the wor l d .
It vias the fi r s t everb l oorn'i nq vari e t y rose Another very curious Bengal,rose,is Verdi-
kIHH'/Il. The colours are deep Aqri ppi na red,'tlith flora.' the Green R:)se, It IS cited by
pillk,and pa~e purpli~h r ed , 't/i~h now and a qai n botalns~s:s a,pertect saml:l: of the theo~~
a whi t e s t ri pe , Itls uni que HI deep, dark red that th-:- l e af IS the most impor t ant part o :
a 11d p-i 11k bud s of soli d co 1ours, and others half ve get a ti 0~I, a II c a use a ',Hi 110 ~ a 11 e ff e ~t. ~t
and half, on the same stem. The f ul l cb l own af~ords tne m(~st be au ti f u l i l l us t r ati on or
roses are 1a r ge, do ub 1e and of fi ne con s t r uc t _ t hi s theory 0r m0r pn0 log y . T~e I'Iell ~con s t -
ion, everyone distinctly shovri nq the two col- ructed qreen ~lolt/er makes maillfes~ ~nat
ours. The roses bloom in clusters on long stiffstamells, pi s ti l s ano petals are simp l y leaf
stems. devel oprnen t s . York and t.anc as t er 1I0t

i nf r e queu t l y shows a green 1eaf-budi n the
heart of the rose, borne 011 a special stalk.
The pistils thus deve lop e di n t 0 a (::1 r e e n

(l1ext page)

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second chapter in
our reproduction of parts of the popular book
valued for Georgia Drennan's des crtp ti ons of
rose varieties with which she was so familiar.
We have tried to leave the original wording un-
changed from the way ·Mrs. Drennan wrot e them.)

This is the botanical variety of the common
Chi ua , or Bengal, everb l oominq rose, the Rosa
Indi c a (If Lindley. Iutr-cduced Tnt o Europe in •
1789, ant e d a t °i119 the Tea rose ,i t fa °i1e d °in

.c re a ti.nq. the-sameinterest.· It Itl.a.-S ei ther not
well-known, or not fully appreciated, being
defi ci ent °in the fragra nce , text nre and exqui-:
site points of beauty that experts disco~ered
in the Tea rose. It never has and never will
ri va 1 the Tea, buti s yet a rose of marked
individuality, and the hardiest of all roses
of Southern ori qi n . The vart e ti e s wer e limi t ed
and th e co lour s c onfi ned to shade s of red It/i t h
rarely a pink or a whi te , and in one instance
a varIeqat ed red and pink ,

York and l anc a s t er has an unusua 11 y r oman ti c
history, dating, by common consent, from the

close of the War of the Roses. The credu-
lous believe that, pending the union of the
two houses , a mi r ac l e occurred. Accor-di nq
to Agnes Strickland, on the marriage of
Henry of Lancaster alld Elizabeth of York,
"f n 1493, great crowds flocked to see a
natural prodigy of a rose-bush which prod-
uced blossoms which blended the rival
colours for the fi rst tlme . Thi s the Engl-
°ish consi dered a happy omen. II The rose bush
is de s cri bed as a dwar f wi l di nq , grovring Oil
Towton Fi e l d , where the bloody conflict 011
Palm Sunday, in 1461, occurred.

The decisive war ~f words in the Temple
Garden, London, between Wand ck and
Somerset, rallied the flower of the chiv-
alry of Ellgland ullder the chosen badges of
the white and red rose.
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EVERBLOOMINGROSES - continued

leaf-bud simply show reversion to the leaf,
proving Goethe's theory that roses and all
other fl ower s are but modi fi ed 1eaves.

Turn wher-e I may, 1 canna ~ f 'i nd, nor remember,
any roses that are more hardy, healthy, long-
lived and everblooming than these old Bengals.
Were I a somnambulist, given to wandering
uncier the qui dance of dreams, by footsteps
would stray to where they bloom in an old
garden in Mississippi. Forming a parallel-
ogram, long years ago, the flower garden was
on the right-hand or eastern side of the
an te- be llum re s 'i denc e, G[es t royed by f'i re .
The bu rn 'i ng brand s, bri ek s ,i ron ca Vi tal s of
the fluted columns and all of the hot d~bris,
impelled by a strong night wind from the
west, fell in a hot mass over the flower
garden, burnt n9 ancl buryl ng every pl ant.
Apparently not h 'i ng was 1eft a 1 'ivei n the
garden.

After a lapse of years, another residence and
a reconstructed, replanted garden filled the
pl aces. Then the three her oi c 01 d roses
asserted themselves. York and Lancaster,
Aqrippine , and Queen's Scarlet sprang
valiantly from the old burnt root stalk,
vying with each other in sturdy growth.
They bloomed mightily for twenty-five years
and more.

Distinct and be auti f ul as they are, al ways Tn
b 100 m, fro mea r 1y tal at ei nth e sea son, eve n
defying light frosts, I have not seen among
the queenliest of red roses of late years,
any that I wou l d takei II exchange for the old
Bengal s - - a 1bei t b r 'i9h t a 11 d be aut 'i f ul yet
pitifully poor compared to their wealth of
as s oci ati on and memory.

Semperflorens, is the far-famed type of all
the scarlet roses of this division., It is
as hardy as the mosses that grow on the
nor-th si de of the trees, and 'is a cons t ant
daily bloomer. The bright red roses are
small and nearly single, the bush dwarf and
spind linq , wHh nothing to 'indicate 'its
well-known strength and longevity. Rosa
Sanguinea, insignificant in appearance, is
yet crowned with fame, dating from 1828. It
still occupies a place in some old home-
stead gardens and is called by the several
~ames, Otaheite, Red Bengal, and Daily Red
Chi na rose: Once upon a time , 'it was the
rustic belle of old plantation gardens and
the vi 11 age beauty, bliti ts dayj s over,
and but for its remarkable tenacity of life
would have disappeared from among the thous-
and s 0f the 0 the r r a s e s bet t e r vlOr t h c u 1 t 'j -
vating. V

r

Bev Dobs 0 ni s pre t t Y s uc c e s sf uli n ke e p 'i ng
in touch with commercial growers over the

York and Lancaster, Agr 'i ppi na , and Q ue en' s '110 r 1d . In fa c t ,i t has always been a r u I e
Scarlet first made the Bengals famous, but there for each Accred'ited Rose Judge to carry a
are other roses amonq them just as valuable for copy of the latest edi ti on of Modern Roses
long life and c ous t ancy . Gloire de Rosomanes, to verHy ,el i qi bi l it/ of roses in que s ti ou .
described e l s ewher e 011 these pages,is a bright Recently Judges have ~e~n told to.keep a
pi n k Bengal of e 1e gant si mp li ci t y a 11d a 1 so a copy of the 1ate s t Pu D 11 shed Comb ']Jle d Rose
rose "lith a history. Caroline Marinesse, dwar f List to use as the reference! Modern
and bus hy, vii t h harc!, r 0 UI1d li tt 1e bud san d R0 s e s has a 1VIay s be for e bee nth e r 0 s a r 'i an s '
pinkish It/hi te roses ,i si r on-c l ad . Madelena "bi bl e."
Scarlarandis, ~eautifully cllp-~hap~d, resembles So, if you are a serious rose qr ower , old
the Tea roses III clear por ce l ai n pi nk and yellov/'or modern roses, I strongly suggest you

get your name on the li st for the 1994
edi ti on of Bev Dobsoil's Combi ned Rose Li st.
They wi l l be shi ppe d out March 1994, and
well worth the $18.00 pp. ,

Bardou Job is a beautiful oddity. Single flovl-
ered, in deep red, with blackish shade. It is
bri qh t wi t h yel 1 0'<'/ anthers. Sanquinea , or

~-------------------------~
CC)JJt'inuec from Page 1
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TO TRY OR NOT TO TRY

Off and on since 1953 (40 years) I have tried
to grow various Gallica and Rugosa roses in'
Corpus Christi and in Houston. The results
have always been the same - they start grow-
ing like gang busters and for whatever rea-
sons they fizzle and in about 4 years they
are either dead or stop producing both fol-
iage and blooms. Soil management helps to
keep them alive but not doing any more than
surviving, unadorned and naked. Keeping the
~H to about 6. to 5.5 by use of high organic
matter in the soil and copious watering ~ith
great drainage produces a plant that will be
allowed to be left "just one more year." If
that wtnt er 'is unusually cold foru-s - down
to maybe 150F a couple times - they reward
the weather with a fairly good spring display
of both foliage and bloom. This is followed
by the warm days and cool nights of spring,
and mildew/blackspot crawls allover them.
One treatment with a spray fungicide will
readily damage the Rugosas to fatal distrac-
tion and by fall they are beyond recovery.
Gallicas tolerate sprays a little better,
but not much. The real k'i11 er seems to be
the summer extreme daytime heat that prevents
moisture from reaching the tips of the canes
and they die back. Thick mulches keep the
soil cool enough to allow them to agonize a
f ew more years.
By then I have been depri ved of blooms and
fragrances about 10 years, spent a l'ittl e
money and a di spr opor ti onate amount of time

~d effort and WATER, so I prune with the
~novel. Then I plant a China rose there -
only a new cutting perhaps - that puts out a
new shoot of growth that produces a bloom
bud before the month is out and IN THE HEAT!
Why collect hardy roses when they're so
p'icky down South? I don't have to stay home
or hire baby sitters for Chinas because they
seem to tolerate drought stress well.
Dr. Robert Basye, well known rose research
hybri di zer at TAMU College St a ti on , has an
enormous 7<. rU.LYOlla nub na. that he uses 'in hi s
wor-k. As you may know, 'Basye's Purpl eRose'
sold at the An ti que Rose Empor'iumis a very
popular purple but not all qr ower s grow it
successfully oni ts own roots. Dr. Basye
has his stock species 7<. n.uyolla fl.ubn.a grafted
to 'Fortuniana' roots which tolerates heat
and drought in southern climates.

While all of us love roses not all of us are
'interested 'in qrowi nq them as a "hiqh maint-
enance" shrub. If you have a good watering
system to keep ihem watered regularly you can
doubtless grow roses Quite successfully. But
many growers have to observe the expense of
city water bills and need to concentrate more
on drought tolerant roses with prolific bloom
production. Rich soils with occasional good
grooming of plants can produce blooms if some
moisture can be provided. Water can easily
be the most expensive "fer-tilf zer" !

There are all kinds of rootstocks but many of
us prefer "own roots", which often prove to
be superior to r06tstocks. But this is not
always the case, which may be true of the
7? n.UY0.l1Q/l and maybe 7? f}il-LLi.cQ/l, t oo , 'in
our growing situations. I may try again to
fi nd out how to grow t hem; however , I'm not
excited about it." Three years ago I received
a 'Thr~s~ Bunget' which I planted in an area
where the base of the plants are shaded most
all the time. Other roses there are some of
the Austi ns that are col ng very well, but
'Ther~s~ B.' just about croaked this summer
from the heat. 'Her; tage', 'Mary Rose' and
'Marqu-ise Boccella' ar e f ine . All came from
Wayside Gardens and are on rootstock. •

DR. BASYE'S ROSE INTRODUCTIONS

You doubtless know b:; IlOW that "Be linda 's
Rose" ,introduced by =r. Basye in 1988, had
to be registered as ':elinda's Dream.' It is
one of the most [Jopuls.r roses on the market.
This year he is allowing two more of his
roses-to bei n-trocillc'::c:, 'Basye's Blueberr-y ! ,

a bright pink, practically thornless, and
a completely thornless rose, 'Commander
Gillett', a me di um pink beauty.
Dr. Basye's 'introducti ons ar e throuqh the
An ti que Rose Ernpori um , although other retail
outl ets may al so sell them. Thanks to Basye
a Rose Research Chair ~as been established
at Texas A & Man cl be gi !1 J l'ing th 'is year $1 for
every rose sold of Dr. Basye's intr oduc tion
by the Ant 'iq IIe R0 se ~::lIJ 0 ri um vii 11 got tot he
Rose Research program at TAMU.
The story of Dr. Basy,::and his hybridizing
of 'Commander Gillett' (under the #65-625 in
the late 1950's )i si Jltere st'in9 1Y told 'in the
1985 Amer'ican Rose Arlllllal,pp 82-84. II
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A THORNLESS ROSE DESCENDED FROM ROSA CAROLINA
Robert E.

(This article is reprinted from the 1985 issue
of THE AMERICAN ROSE ANNUAL, with permission.
at that time Dr. Basye was considered an amat-
eur rose hybridizer who retired as a mathemat-
ics professor from Texas A&M University in
1968. He became enamored of the rose 17 years
before retirement, JlthQugh he.had joined.theAmerican Rose Society in 1937!

When I first began hybridizing roses some 30
years ago, my prime objective was to make at
least a beginning on the age-old problem of
blackspot. I had already built up a good
collection of the wild roses and had become
especially attracted to~'the healthy fol-iage'
of 7<.. bnccct.eai:a, 7<.. i.wivL~ta, 7<.. canol.Lna
and several others. After ten years of hyb-
ridizing I began to get a faint glimmer of
some of the enormous tiifficulties involved,
and my morale began to sag ever so little.
Then serendipity intervened. A thornless
rose suddenl y appeared -in my garden. The
story of thi s rosei s the subject of this
art -ic 1e.
7<.. can.oi.i..nai s a tetraplo-id wh-ich crosses
easily with many garden rose~ One cross
whi ch I roadein 1956 was 7<.. cancu.irui x /lur
!Ji..c!?IlOn. Among the open-polli nated seedli ngs
of this cross was one which, during its first
year of growth, appeared to be thornesss.
Duri Ilgi ts second year, however , a f ew thorns
appeared on the laterals. I then grew 15
open-pollinated seedlings of this rose, one
of which proved to be completely thornless.
It bears the number 65-626, be -ing see d li ng
number 626 of the year 1965. Thi s vimp li es
that the bees car r-ied out the actual po lli n-
ating in the year 1963,
It wou ld be ni ce to know whether the two open-
pollinations meuti oned above wer e selfs or
involved other roses in the garden. We will
never know , but the cred-it must go to the
bees. They achieved in two lazy afternoons
what I could not likely duplicate in a lHe-
time wi t h a pollen brush.
Not only is 65-626 completely thornless, bllt
the midribs of the leaves are perfectly smooth,
a property possessed also by its mother. The
growth is vigorous to six or eight feet. The
f lovrer s are single, pink, small and occur 'i n
clusters on strong stems, somewhat reminiscent
of 7<.. can.oi.i..na. The foliage has high resist-
ance to blackspot.

Basye
Since his retirment Dr. Basye has spent mostof his time in his garden "playing" with his
roses. Three years a~o he decided to endow
A & M with a Rose Research Chair of $500,000.
He is working in the Research Program and is
developing new ways :0 hybridize roses that
are truly "different" and watching the rose
research program develop fantastic roses.)

My record book shows that in 1961 I made a
somatic chromosome count of the mother of
65-625 and found it to be 28. Apparently I
never got around to mak in9 the count for
6.5-626. But over the 1ast 20 years, -its
wide compatibility with garden roses, both
as male and female parent, leaves little
doubt that it, too, is a tetraploid.
Selfed seedlings of 65-626 are generally

thornless wi th smooth m-idr-ibs. Rarely a
thorn wi ll appear. But roughly half wi lI
have a few fine bristles low on the canes,
close to the base of the plant. This is
clearly a throwback to 7<.. cancd.irux, wh-ich
has a generous supp ly of these base bri stl es.
To prevent the frequent reappearance of
these latent (recessive?) bristles in later
crossings, I would suggest several recessive
selflings of 65-626. This was one of my
oversights as an amateur.
But even without first abolishing the bris-
tles 65-626 has made some remarkable crosses.
When crossed with a thorny rose, the thorni-
nessis usually much reduced. Occas-ionally
the F1 cross will be completely thornless.
For example, I have thornless plants with
smooth mi dri bs and 118 br-istl es l:Jy usi ng
poll en par-euts Cn.Urv.,.on (ii.on.!I-J !Jon !Juan,
5 i..DeJ..i..u.!land some unnamed hybri cis. And
similar plants have also come by applying
the poll en of 65-626 to Infj Choi..ce) Soni..a
/lon..!ltm.cmn and vari ous unnamed hybri ds.
One of the thorniest roses that ever graced
my garden is a probable amphidiploid arising
in 1967 as a tetraploid seedling of the
d-iploid cross 7<.. aDy./vlcncca x 7<.. n.uf}o.!la..
It; hi chI mad ei n 1955 . In 1975 I app1 ied to
this horrendously thorny rose the pollen of
65-626. One of the seedlings, 77-361, was
110t only thornless and free of br-istles but
had perfectly smooth midribs! It carries
qenes of three wild roses and has, like
~5-626, easy compatibility with other roses,
both as seed and pollen parent.

(see Ilext page)
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(Basye continued)

Recently I grew 36 selfed seedlings of this
rose. None had bristles! 29 were thornless
wi th smooth mi dri bs; three had a few thorns
and .rough mi drt bs; and one had a few thorns
and a rough midrib. Also, five of the seed-
lings showed some recurrence possessed by
the mother, 77-361. This may be a throw-
back to the rugosa ancestor, or even to
Hu~ D~ck4on. ,

I consider 77-361 to have high promise for
future breeding. The three roses above
described, 65-626, 77-361 and the probable
amphidiploid are now growing in the Hunting- .
ton Botanical Garden. Interested rose
breeders having understocks can ~btain bud-
sticks in return for any contribution to the
Hunti ngton Rose Research Fund. Let ter s.may
be addressed to The Curator, Huntington
Botanical Garden, 1151 Oxford Road,
San Marino, CA 91108.
If 65-626 should, in younger hands, be prlvl-
leged to play some rose in the thornless
garden roses of the futute, then perhaps it
shoul d have a name. I have chosen Conmande«
~J...l.ette, for the navigator on the light
cruiser, USS f!JaIt61.eh.ead, on whi ch we both
served during World War II.
I cannot close w"ithout makl ng an embarassi ng
confession. I have long known that roses
which have been thornless in my garden for a
number of years may suddenly, for no civil-
ized reason, throw a thorn. Ken Nobbs of
New Zealand, in his most interesting article
in the 1984 Amei c an Rose Annual, mentions
such a seedling which grew for seven years
before throwing its first thorn. For 20
years I have searched for that first thorn
on Comma.ndelt ~J...l.ette, hopi ng never to fi nd
it. But 1 ast November, runni ng my hands
through one of these bushes, I found it!
There's a mystery here. Why? And why must
perfection, like truth, be so e lu si ve ? 11

Rosa Gallico Charles de Jlilb

NOTES ON ROSE CUTTINGS
Don't forget to order a set of articles

from OTR on Cuttings, as listed on mailing
cover this newsletter, if you do not havei t.
Remember that there is a definite relatioll-
ship between the amount of leaf "s~rf~~e on
a rose cutting and the speed with which it
will make roots - DO NOT REMOVE All LEAVES
FROM A CUTTING; leave at least 1 or 2 sets
at the top 2 nodes and put all others with-
out leaves below the soil surface.
Cleanliness of soil and rooting medium very
important. Li qht essential to rooting but
no direct sunlight. Fruit jar, plastic
bottle made into a dome, etc., essential
to keeping cutting in even environment, but
on the cool side. 00 not keep cut ti nq too
wet or in mud. Leave cuttings outside all
winter for best results.
\{illow water tea is a good rooting harmone .

3
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r Annual CuttingIPlant Swap and Picnic
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",' ~~

Saturday October 23, 1993
Peaceable Kingdom, Washington IX

We will have our Fall event at the Peaceable Kingdom gardens
this year. The gardens contain some 250 roses, a wide selection
of perennials and herbs and vegetables, all grown 100%
organically. There are even farm animals about the groundsl

WHAT TO BRING

Everyone should bring cuttings of rose bushes and/or plants to
swap. Rose Rustlers with large rose collections should bring rare
and hard to find varieties ....the more the better. Our goal is to
have more selection than ever before .let's try to reach 100.
Rookie Rustlers need not bring any cuttings since they are trying
to establish their garden. Please take cuttings from your garden
Saturday morning and keep them in the shade and enclosed in a
plastic bag with plenty of moisure. Cuttings should be thinner
than pencil size. Label the bags with the name or nickname, your
name, and some description if not well known.

Bring picnic lunches and drinks, there will he plenty of tables and
benches. We will begin at lOAM. See you there!
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N to Bryan!
College Station

to Brenham ~ Washington-~ '\05 on-the-Brazos

5~~\t.l1'111t- State Park
(FM 1155 exit)

8 miles from Navasota
18 miles from Brenham
1.5 miles off State Hwy. 105

to HMllstead
and Houston
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Municipal

Airport
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NEW ROSES - OLD NAMES

So many roses have come on the market in
the last 25 years that 25 years that it was
bound to happen that the names would some-
day become duplicated. The American Rose
Society, world Rose Registration center has
been retiring names no longer known to be in
existance and giving them to growers to use
for new roses. The main requirement is for
them to have a special identifiable name to
be used instead of their local name to
officially register with the World Regist-
r ati on Center of the Arnerl can Rose Soci ety ,_
As we know, Old Garden ~ oses have several

~. '"names for the same ros~, which is most con-
f usi nq . For examp1e,in 1951 the House of
Mei11and (France) had a rose they named
COCORICO, which tbey patented #1193. The
patent expired and the beautiful rose was
s ti ll propagated unti l the mi d 1980's. It
had won the Geneva Gold Medal and the NR~
Gold Medal in 1951, so was a fi ne rose. But
when a few years passed in the 1980's that
showed none being sold or shown the House of
Mei11and had another rose they wanted to have
the name of COCORICO. They requested the
name be retired by the Registration Office
and that it be reissued to another rose
whos e of fi cl al name t s "MEILasso", a yellow
blend F1oribunda, semi-double with a pink
edge to the petals, nothing like the old
COCORICO of the 50's. So far we find the
retail sales only in France, which no doubt
v!i 11 soon spread to the USA. It m'ight come
to the USA and be marketed under some name
other than CO COR ICO, but 1'10 one Itli 11 be li ke 1y
to be selling a rose called "M ElL ass 0" !

OLD GARDEN ROSES PLANTED
IN

"PIONEER VILLAGE" ..n JESSE JONES PARK

On Saturday, September 25th, several Rustlers
met at Jesse Jones County Park to plant some
roses donated by members to landscape the
"P'ioneer vi llaqe " started there. Some of
the roses and their doners were:
Conrad Tips - Blush Noisette, Chestnut Rose
Donna Efird - The Green Rose
Deanna Krause - Cramoisi Sup~rieur
Cal Dempsey - Archduke Charles
Ursula White - Marquise Boccella, Duchesse de

Brabant, Cr amoi si Superi eur :
Bobbie McKenna - Martha Gonzales, 10 New Dawn

found thornless climber & 6 Blackberry Rose
9avid Caton - Louis Philippe, Chestnut Rose

Mutabilis, Rose de Rescht &
"San F'i li pe Noi set t e "

Ray ve ll qur-a - Marecha1 Ni eI
Marion Brandes - 2 Fel1enberg, Bon Silene,

15 Old Blush, La Marque, Joe Woodard Rose,
Margaret Sharpe Rose, Hil1ingdahl Rose,
Le Pactale, Shepherd Street Tea,
4 Caldwell Pink, Red Cascade, Dortmund

Other donations came ill since this writing
and we thank each one, listed or not, for
their cooperation in this effort to preserve
Heritage Roses. V

the official registration name could be but
vie know the of fi ci al uame ri n Texas for the
'Macartney', 7<. bltacteacais §:"+0*# 1793
Outlawed in Texas f,
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