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~~S. S.J. DERBY NEWLY ELECTED SECRETARY
E LEe TED C H A I R MAN

ROSE RUSTLERS TO HAVE FUN DAY ON
SATURDAY, MARCH 20TH, 1~93

A T P ION E E R V ILL AGE J J E SSE JON E S 'p ARK

Harris County's Jesse Jones Park personnel
has arranged for us to gather at the Nature
Center in the Park between 12:30 & 1 pm to be
taken on a tour of their Pioneer Village. It
has been furnished to depict Pioneer life in
1830 Texas and many old roses are displayed

.with more being planted this year. Fortune's
Double Yellow, Carnea, and Cherokee Rose
should be in bloom at the time. Members are
encouraged to bring any old ro~es to display.
Also br-i nq any old roses tn pots that were
introduced before 1840 that you would like to
donate to be planted in,the Park by the park
hor t t cul turi st.

After we tour the P'jonee~ Park we are
f nvi t ed to stay and talk to t~e park v t s t t or s
about old roses. We can as~Jre you there will
be many ques t.ions by the pub li c durt ng the
afternoon. Pl ease come and pl ant to stay! It,
will be loads of fun - and bring the kids!

See the mailing cover for maps you may
need. An audl tori urn 'js 'jn the Nature center'
where we will be meeting.

As announced 'jn the 1ast 'jssue of the
newsletter, The Old Texas Rose, our Chair-
man, Mrs. Jackie Fischer, Sxpressed her
desire to retire as Chairman and appointed
a Nominating Committee, as prescribed in
our "Bylaws." The Comm'ittee polled the
other members of the steering committee
and found everyone happy to serve except
the Secretary~ Marti King, and Jackie.
The Nomf nat ing CommH_tee submi tted the
names of Cal Dempsey and S.J. Derby, for
Chairman and secretary respectively. Each
agreed to serve 'if elected at the Annual
Meeting, in the fall, at the Rose Rustle,
October 24, 1992. No other nominations
were given from the floor and Cal and S.J.
were unamiously elected.

You wi ll fi nd thetr names and address-
.es i'lnri their telephone numbers on the
bottom of this page. You probably know
both of them. Cal has been very active
with us for several years and is also very
active with the Extension Service in the
Conroe area, where he lives. He is a Con-
sulting Rosarian with the Houston Rose Sac
iety and is the 3rd Vice President.

You will remember S.J. as the rose
arranger par excellahce, who takes old
roses and makes the~ show off their old
rose charm whether it is in an old fashion-
ed bouquet or a modern line design. She
has been a member over 11 years.
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PROGRAM
SECRETARY
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Cal Dempsey, 112 Lakeshore Dr., Conroe TX 77375
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The Heritage Rose Foundation would like
to extend a special invitation to members
of the Texas Rose Rustlers to attend its
Annual Meeting and conference in Natchez,
Mississippi, May 6-9, 1993.

Thursday evening, May 6th, an informal
reception will be held. Touring plantation
gardens and a visit to the replanting of
roses in the Historic National Cemetery
on the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi
River will be available friday, May 7th.

Speakers on vari ous toplcs rel ated to
collecting and enjoying old roses will
be on the agenda Saturday. There will
also obe a colloquium on Heritage Rose
preservation needs.

A post-conference workshop Sunday,
May 9~h, will provide hands-on experience
in mapping rose plantings, using the
Natchez City Cemetery as a pilot ~roject.

Advance registration is required for
the conference, tours, and workshop. For
an information packet, send a business
size (#10), self addressed envelope to
The Heritage Rose Foundation, 1512Goreman
Street, Raleigh Ne 27606

Phone: 919/834-2591
Registration Deadline april 23, 1993

SOUTHERN GARDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
You may have heard of this group

planning to hold their 11th annual meeting
in Washington/Fayette counties in Texas in
April 1993. It is a private organization
that usually meets in south~~~te~h garden$
sites to study historical gardens and also
landscaping. Dr. William C. Welch is the
chairman of this event and has scheduled
it to coincide with the peak of the wild-
flower season.

Please do not expect to attend this
event unless you are already a member or
are an invited guest. Their program and
accomodations are limited to the members
who are already registered to attend and
membership in this specialized group is by
+nvi tat.ton only.
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Our Symposium this spring is scheduled for
April 17th in the Community Center in Brenham.
This is the same location we have used before
and found most convenient. We will have a map
of how to find the Community Hall in Brenham
in the next "Old Texas Rose". The date of
April 17th should find many roses in bloom as
well as wildflowers.

The program is still being assembled, but
one of our outstanding speakers will be
William Grant, Aptos California. An excellent
rose grower, he is also an English professor
and very well read on rose books and authors.
You will find his article on Climbers & Ramb-
lers on the next page. (You may have already
read it from the Heirloom Old Garden Roses
1993 catalog.) He has travelled to visit the
finest rose gardens of France and Germany,
not to mention those in the British Isles.

More speakers on interesting rose subjects
will be announced in the next "OTR". Just
remember that April 17th is the week end after
Easter week end, April 11th, and there will
likely be a flush of roses in bloom, so bring
some specimens of blooms and tag them with
their names, if known. Unknowns will be
identified. This is always a very educational
part of the symposium we enjoy.

WOOOPS!
In the Winter 1991 issue of "The Old Texas

Rose" we published information on Root Grafts
method of rose propagation. In our introduct-
ion we remarked that we had enjoyed Malcolm
Manners speaking to us at a symposium in 1988
at Mercer Arboretum. We were truly in error!
Mr. Manners °i nformed me that he had never been
in Mercer Arboretum, much less spoke to us
tn the Ag building on Abercrombi e , Houston TX.

My memory failed me, again! In checking
back I find that I confused the ta1~s on the
rooting of cuttings with Dr. Brent Pemberton
and that I heard Malcolm Manners speak else-
where (in-1989) on propaqatt on methods.

My sincere apologies to Mr. Manners, and
also to Dr. Pemberton for erroneously credit-
ing his speech to someone else.
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LANDSCAPES USING ANTIQUE ROSES by Marion Brandes

Antique roses are gaining wide spread popularity in Texas because of their landscape value and ease of
care. Over the last five years antique roses have moved from the home garden to become key elements of
the landscape. It is no longer rare to see them in public plantings, landscapes around office buildings, even
along the banks of freeways.

Generally, antique roses have the following characteristics:
•••their flowers have soft pastel shades, rarely harsh, and are easily blended together.
'" they have bush forms with dense foliage and rounded outlines .
•••they have tolerance to disease, not leading to decline or loss of vigor.
'" ease of culnirecnot needing to be fussed over.
•••the form of their 'bloom is highly variable, usually at its most beautiful when fully open.
'" everblooming varieties have a long blooming season (10 months a year in Houston).

Virtually every landscape situation can be satisfied by one of the antique roses, since prostrate, pillar,
climbing, rambling, upright, rounded, arching, and weeping forms all exist in a wide range of sizes from
which to choose.

There are a number of situations and forms in the landscape to take advantage of with antique roses.

Specimen Plantings
When a single plant can be planted alone without any companions it should be one of exceptional beauty
and performance. The following everblooming varieties are recommended:

a silver-pink and rose pink Tea, Mrs. B. R. Cant,
a creamy-white with carmine edging Tea, Marie Van Houtte,
a flesh pink Bourbon, Souvenir de la Malmaison,
a white China , Ducher,
a dark lavender pink Species, The Chestnut Rose,
a pink Polyantha, Caldwell Pink,
a red & pink blend China, Archduke Charles, and
a white, sometimes pink Polyantha, Echo.

Hedges
Many antique roses can serve in a colorful dense hedge, particularly if planted in two parallel rows with
plants staggered to cover gaps between plants. When selecting varieties for hedges, it is important to
choose those with dense foliage retained from the top to the bottom of the bush. Most China roses have
these qualities. The following everblooming varieties are recommended:

a cream and carmine pink blend China, Jean Bach Sisley,
a light pink Shrub, Belinda's Dream,
an apricot Polyantha, Perle d'Or,
a pink Rugosa, Sarah Vanfleet or its white sport Mary Manners,
a pale yellow Tea, Perle des Jardins,
a pale pink almost white Hybrid Musk, Ballerina, and
a multi-colored China, Mutabilis, "The Butterfly Rose".
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Pillars
Antique roses with long canes flexible enough to be wrapped spirally around a pillar or post can make a
strong statement in your landscape. The spiral wrapping also pays a big benefit because it produces a lot of
lateral growth bearing blooms. Excellent varieties for pillars include:

a creamy yellow Climber, Paul's Lemon Pillar,
a white with pink centers Polyantha, Climbing Cothilde Soupert,
a purplish-maroon Bourbon, Great Western,
a"strawberry-red everblooming Kordesii, Dortmund, and
a striped pink ,everblooming Bourbon, Honorine de Brabant.

Arches and Pergolas
Vertical forms provide the most dramatic use of antique roses in the landscape. Climbers offer spectacular
bloom displays in Marc~~ April, and May and often light displays repeatedly during the remainder of the
year. The Noisette class of antique rose, the only class originated by an American, provided such displays
during the days of Southern plantations and are still available today. Other classes for arches and pergolas
include Climbing Teas, Ramblers (once blooming), Species, and some of the Hybrid Musks. If you haven't
heard of pergolas before, think of them as a line of interconnected arches that you may walk through.
These same rose varieties would serve well also for lattice work. covers over patios and wooden decks, as
long as the openings are large. Many of the climbing antique roses have blooms and clusters of blooms on
weak stems that hang down. This is a great asset for a vertically-trained plant because those standing below
can fully enjoy the beauty of all the open blooms. The following varieties are recommended as
exceptionally suited to overhead situations:

a butter-yellow everblooming Noisette, Marecha! Neal,
a soft yellow or white early blooming Species, Lady Banks' Rose,
a white everblooming Noisette, Lamarque,
a golden-apricot everblooming Noisette, Reve d'Or,
a pink, peach, and cream Climbing Tea, Souvenir de Madame Leonie Viennot,
a salmon-pink once-blooming Wichuraiana Rambler, Francois Juranville, and
a white with lemon center once-blooming Wichuraiana Rambler, Alberic Barbier.

TRELLIS
For utilizing vertical effects trellises are more easily erected and maintained. Do not try to use any of the
commercially available fan trellises because they are too small, It is best to build an 8' x 8' trellis of cedar
1" x 2"s allowing one foot square openings. Also keep the trellis at least one foot from any wall or fence to
allow air drainage and to thwart spider mites. Once again climbing roses without stiff stems on the blooms
are the best for this application. Recommended moderate size climbers are as follows:

a white 200-petalled everblooming Climbing Tea, Sombreuil,
a pastel yellow everblooming Noisette, Celine Forestier,
a flesh-pink Bourbon, Climbing Souvenir de la Malmaison,
a white repeat blooming Noisette, Madam Alfred Carner, and
a spectacular golden sunset tones Species Hybrid, Fortune's Double Yellow.
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PEGGING
If you have a large surface in your landscape, approximately a circle 8' in diameter, try planting a Hybrid
Perpetual or Bourbon in the center and pegging down each of the long canes outward like spokes on a
wagon wheel. These classes of antique roses produce a great abundance of bloom from the many laterals
that sprout all along the length of their canes. The effect is even more dramatic if the circular area is a hill
so that the canes are going downward over a domed shape. Pegging can be done with stakes made of heavy
gauge a1wninum wire that is easily bent. Expect heavy Spring bloom and a much lighter bloom in Fall.
Some of the varieties for pegging are:

a rasbeny pink Bourbon, Madame Isaac Pereire,
a pale lavender pink Bourbon, Madame Ernest Calvat,
a dark red Hybrid Perpetual, Henry Nevard,
a snow white Hybrid Perpetual, Frau Karl Druschki, and
a pink striped Hybrid Perpetual, Vick's Caprice.

"
Fences and Split-Rails
The Hybrid Musk roses are by far the best suited for this application because their long stiff canes tie up to
rails or fence and are prolific bloomers. Some exceptional everblooming Hybrid Musks are as follows:

the red nearly thornless Nur MahaI,
the salmon pink to white Penelope,
the buff orange Buff Beauty,
the purple-pink Belinda, and
the pink Felicia.

Mixed Border
The most popular landscape treatment with antique roses is in the mixed border. Many different varieties
are interplanted and usually perennials are planted as companion plants. For this application you have the
entire assortment of antique roses available. Color, shape, size, and bloom frequency are the criteria for
placement. Be sure and leave sufficient room for growth, since this is the most frequent problem.
Overlapping plants are quite desirable, however, because thafs when antique roses are at their best

. - ,

The northern areas of Texas should look to the hardier Bourbons and Hybrid Perpetuals, whereas the
milder winter southern areas of Texas should take full advantage of the Teas, Noisettes, and Chinas. The
other antique rose classes such as Polyanthas, Hybrid Musks, Climbers and Ramblers are adequately suited
for most areas of Texas. The best news has been saved for last ..... that a landscape full of antique roses is
one fined with wonderful fragrances!

Item4 of Wo~thv Note
Please see if a pink highlighter is on Open House at the Antique Rose Emoorium

your address label. It shows that this is will be April 24 & 25. Those desirina
the 1ast 1101d Texas Rosell due on your cur- to rece-ive the ARE Newsl etter must subsc-
rent membership. We appologize for being ribe to it - $5 per year. The Fall Fest-
late in mailing this issue, but a major ival at the Emporium will be November 4,
reason was that many members kept sending 5 and 6, 1993.
in their dues/subscriptions late. One
glance at the membership list will show
you how rapidly our membership is growing!
Labels coded Sp93 have until June 15th.

The Houston Rose Society Show will be
April 10th at Memorial City Mall. There
will be lots of all kind of roses to see!
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CLIMBERS AND RAMBLERS
by William A. Grant

Why are American rose gardeners afraid
of ramblers and climbers? Even U.S. botanical
gardens rarely show off the power and beauty of
these roses. Walk through most English and
European collections and you will see scores of
ramblers and climbers used on pergolas, arches,
fences, walls, and pillars.

So many people answer that they have a
small garden and do not have room for such
vigorous roses. Indeed! If you look at the pictures
of Bagatelle, L'Hay, Sangerhausen you will see that
their displays of ramblers and climbers are usually
on pillars, which take ."uP' the same space as a
hybrid tea except !.h3! the plants g~ !!P rather than
out. Careful planning is all that is needed. True, it
is hard to find strong metal pillars in any nursery.
But there are many materials now available that
can be used as supports for these beautiful flowers.

If placed at appropriate spots in your
garden, pillars and supports can help you create a
great deal of color when you plant ramblers and
climbers. I have a long pergola with six pillars
under which I have planted different climbers. My
'Constance Spry" is now 10 feet high and will start
to spread horizontally along the arch. Yet it takes
up linIe space below.

Those who are lucky enough to have
fences or walls can use both types of roses to great
advantage. And trees are ready-made for romping
roses. My 'Alberic Barbier' took four years to
reach full sun through a plum. tree, but now it is
spreading over the whole neighborhood. What a
joy when it blooms! Yet it has taken no more room
below than a regular hybrid tea.

Build a small arbor in your garden so you
gm use a rambler such as 'Bobbie James'. It grows
quickly, is easy -(0 train upward so that. once
established aloft, it will cascade downwards in a
breathtaking waterfall of bloom and perfume. Find
a tree where you can put 'P2.~ Transou'; after a
few years this reblooming Wichunana hybrid will
give you great pleasure with its
copper/orange/salmon blooms.

'Venusta Pendula', a hybrid Arvensis, is in
most European public rose gardens because it
produces one of the most abundant blooms of any
rose. Practically unknown here, it deserves a far
wider fame. It can be used on a pillar, on a wall, or
up a tree.

'Blairii No.2' is a favorite in English
gardens because its large, double, cupped blooms

flaunt their beauty and perfume every spring on
poles or pillars. It is hard to beat 'New Dawn' for
its hardiness and profusion of bloom whether it is
grown as a shrub, on a pergola, or as a weeping
standard.

If you want to Jive dangerously, try
Kiftsgate' or 'La Monola' if you have a large tree
and don't care what the neighbors think. The
former will reach sixty feet if properly watched and
guided, but its display will stop airline traffic! The
latter is a bit more sedate, but not by much. My
'Kiftsgate' will eventually smother a thirty foot fir
and 'La Monola' (a R. brunonii seedling) will cover
several oaks.

Do some reading on these ramblers and
climbers. When you visit gardens, look to see if any
are there. and take a good look at your garden to
see if you haven't been a bit too conservative about
your choices. The thrill of seeing one of these
space-eaters in bloom is hard to match.

May I recommend a few others? 'Thalia' is
an early blooming white rambler that loves trees.
'Kew Rambler', a R. soulieana cross with
'Hiawatha', has lovely pink-white clusters along its
canes. For warm areas nothing can beat 'Belle of
Portugal' with its pointed buds and handkerchief-
like flowers in the early spring. 'Lawrence
Johnston' is a yellow jewel that likes the setting of
a large tree. 'City of York', which is unfairly
ignored even though it is one of the hardiest of the
white climbers, loves a wall. 'Breeze Hill' deserves
a wider audience for its apricot buds that fade
slightly on opening and wonderful foliage.

Planning is required. And there are many
benefits. Once established the rambler and climber
require very little maintenance except pruning and
monitoring. I give them all a good spring (in
February) dose of organic fertilizer. They are all
on a minimum drip system. If you can, mix them
with species clematis.

The best sources of information on
ramblers and climbers are the following: Peter
Beales' Oassic Roses, Christopher Warner's
Climbing Roses (strong on new roses rather weak
on the older ones), Oimbing Roses Old and New
(alas, now out of print) by Graham Thomas; Gerd
Krussmann's The Complete Book of Roses has a
good section on the development of these roses,
and for accurate color photographs no one can
better Phillips and Rix.

(William A. Grant will lead a tour of Bagatelle, Rosarie de L'Hay, Tete d'Or, Sangerhausen, Dortmund, Kassel
rose gardens as well as a number of private gardens that feature heritage roses in May/June of 1993. If you
are interested in joining this group, write to him at 1678 Pleasant Valley Road, Aptos, California 95003.)
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Dear Ldd"ies ,
On one of my visits to the library I read

an article of your thriving varieties of roses
- your rustliD9 techniques in growing which I
remember with interest. I live in a home that
was built in the 1920's where my husband, now
deceased, planted 6 or 7 varieties that have
died but there is one still remaining. It
does not always flower well. I remember using
willow water and I will keep it in mind this
summer. I don't have funds to replace the
roses and am wonder ing how I can get a "cut II

of an old rose variety that would require
little care, but not a ~limbing rose, but that
wl ll survi ve our III "inofs::"w"inters. Although I
~ave limited funds for plants, I am saving to
get a hand-held non-power mower so I can mow
the yard myself this year. I remember my
mother on the farm using techniques written in
the magazine article. I trade, transplant and
save seeds and replant each year. Some come
up and some don't. It is difficult to write
to ask a favor; I sure hbpe I'll hear from you

S"incerely,
Shlr ley M. Null
522 Dawson Avenue

Rockford IL 61107-4525

NEW SOURCE FOR COLLECTORS
Vintage Gardens, 3003 Pleasant Hill Rd.

Sebastopol CA 95472

Dear Margaret Sharpe,
I garden at a community garden in the

Lower East S"ide of Manhattan, called "La
Plaza Cultural." I am disabled and broke
on SSI, but, I have been trying to estab-
lish La Plaza as a test garden of sorts.

I scurf rose seeds from botanical
gardens and elsewhere and grow roses from
seed. I strive for genetic diversity.
On your next rose rustle could you please
glean me a bunch of rose hips and send them
to me so I may denude, scarify, stratify
them and grow baby rose bushes? I care
naught for true-to-type. I love open-
pollinated from diverse sources.

Rose seeds in the hip are fine too,
as I don't mind the prickles. Where are
the best places to find that odd wild rose?

Thanx,

While thi~ rose supplier is not very new to the
collector market, it is rapidly growing and recog-
nized as a source for many scarce cultivars. You
will drool over their new and enlarged catalog now
available for $4.00. Until now the only listing
available was a typed list for $1 SASE. It is now
a beautiful book of beautiful watercolor and line
drawings of the roses by James Sagmiller. In fact,
they have been overwhelmed by orders since the new
catalog went out, and the 1993 catalogs are in very
short supply. They have been advertising a sale on
their roses - bare root plants Z roses $7 each from
their 1993 catalog, 7 or more roses + tax & shipping
and 3 alternate choices. Orders must be in with the
payment "in thei r hands by February 22nd. Too 1ate
for us, but we suggest you send for a new catalog
fro!1Iwhi ch you can place an order for next fall.
You will thrill at their unusual listings!

•• ":f------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ANYONE HAVING AN OLD ROSE
THAT HAS GROWN TOO LARGE

FOR YOU TO KEEP
MERCER ARBORETUM WILL

DIG AND REMOVE IT FOR YOU
IN RETURN FOR YOUR GIFT

THE TEXAS ROSE RUSTLERS ARE
HELPING MERCER STAFF OBTAIN
CLIMBING ROSES TO FILL TREE
TOPS AND SCRAMBLE UP TRUNKS
AS WELL AS DISPLAY ROSES IN
NATURAL SETTINGS NATURALLY
GROWING WITH MAXIMUM BLOOM
AND MINIMUM CARE.

CALL
FRANCES OR MARION BRANDES

713/324-1457
PROJECT COORDINATORS



NEE M
A POWERFUL "SAFE" INSECTICIDE

The tnf ormat tve brochure "Gardens Al he" that
many gardeners have been receiving from the
company of the same name for many years ~ow
car-rie s a product named "B"ioNeem". It "is thi s
company that has made so many organic control
products readily available to us, both for
insect control and fertilizers. It is still
one of the best sources for home gardeners to
obtain beneficial insects and out-of-style
products like "s t icky traps", sabad"i.lla dust,
Bordeaux M"ixture (copper sulfate & llme ) , as
well as the envir-onment a lly safe "new era"
products, such as Neem!::~~If you do not get
their catalog and would like to get a free
wealth of tnf ormat ion on or qani c products
drop them a card with your name and mailing
address requesting this free gift.
NEEM is a tree commonly growing in India as a
shade tree. It is a living chemical factory
thatoff~rs hope for new pharmaceuticals that
include non-polluting pesticides. East Indi-
an villagers for centuries havp used and
believed in thp miraculous healing and insect
repelling qualities. It now appears that the
villagers were right. The cautious National
Academy of Sciences has lately released.a
report ent it led , "Neem: A Tree for So lvinq
Global Problems."
The leaves and olive-shaped fruit contain
biodegradable substances that repel i~sects
and disrupt their growth, other mater1als are
ant"ifungal, anti-vi ral , antl-bact eri al . Soap
and a decay preventing toothpaste are made
from oil extracted from the seeds. So far
the most dramatic promise seems to be the
chemicals it has that protects itself from
insects. Their effect has been compared to
synthecics such as malathion and DOT and are
as effective or moreso, but are enviornment-
~lly friendly and evidentally s~fe to use.
Farmers in underdeveloped courtrles soak the
seeds and leaves in water and alcohol, then
scoop off the oil that rises to the top.
There have been many tests of neem I s effects
on humans and other mammals and beneficial
"insec t s . Lab rats had neem extract brushed
on their skin ate more food and gained more
weight than untreated rats. When it was
sprayed on peanuts a common fungus .that.
produces aflatoxin, the most ~otent carlnogen
known, coul d no longer caut amt na te peanuts.

USDA sci entl sts sprayed neem extracts on
one half the leaves of soy beans and left
the other halves untreated. The leaves
were placed in containers with Japanese
beetles. Within 48 hours the beetles had
the leaves that were untreated down to
the veins but starved to death rather
than touch the treated foliage! Soy beans
sprayed with neem extract but grown in the
field were protected as long as 14 day~,
while untreated plants were chewed up 1n
one night by a variety of insects. Larvae
from gypsy moths were sprayed and they
ceased reproduction. In fact, some 200
species of insect species have !ound to be
inhibited by neem extract: Mex1can bean
beetles, Colorado potato beetles, locusts,
grasshoppers, 6 different cockroaches,
cabbage loopers, and many more.
A 11 the pr omi se shown by along kno\,l1~lprod-
uct on which research has been done 1S
known only to a handful of entomoligists,
foresters and pharmacologists, and to the
traditional farmers of South Asia. Again
it looks like greed shows itself through
commercial chemical companies witholding
much needed products from the p~blic. !he
USDA has it available to Extens10n Serv1ce
use in the various states to try and report
results. Our Harris County Extension Serv-
ice has a supply to test but thus far few

.of the horticulturists have used it and no
reports are available.
Should you want to try some yourself you
can order some from "Gardens A li veil:

#8642 Makes 2.7 gal. (80z.) $12.95
#8643 Makes 5.3 gal. (l6oz.) 24.95
#8644 Makesl0.7gal. (320z.) 39.95
Plus shipping of $3.60 to $10 order;
$4.95 to $25 order; $6.60 to $45 order.

(State on order if you DO NOT want
other companies to get your address)

Send check, money order or credit card to:
GARDENS ALIVE!

5100 Schenley Place
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

110M ••••• JAPMESe lAwn PKJ11I LlAl noP'rU tZAr "If'ItAnAlUZQllIR
BllQ CAIIIWIIIOIUI IUTU 1""'-1". ." "4'~
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NAME

Mr. Bill Adams, CEA·HORT
Alma Alexander
Carolyn Baird
Lera Barlow
Mary K. Bartlett

Mrs. Shirley Bayer
Mrs. Martha Biggs

Sandra Borgardt
Elaine Boudreaux
Fred Boutin

M/M Marion Brandes,~Jr.
M/M J. Breaux ,.;:~.

Penny R. Brehany-~ellman
Chuck Brooks

Mrs. Christine M. Brown
Horace/Naomi Brown
Margaret Buxton

Mrs. ~illiam (Dot) Bybee
Clyde/Nancy Cannon
Becky B. Carter
David Caton
Ingrid G. Center
Leslie Clarkson
George L. Clements
Cheryl Cook
Greg Cresswell
Patrick Cullen
Margaret R. Curlet
Patti Daniel
Martha S. Davies
Betty Jean DeLeon
Terrie L. Delaney
Calvin/Julie Dempsey
S. J. Derby
Loretta L. Derrick

M/M Reed Detweiler
Harriet/Frank Dezutto
Judy Di Michele

Mrs. Bev Dobson
Mary Dorland
Elizabeth Doty
Judy Driskell
Liz Druitt
Donna Efird

Mrs. Tracy Elam
Suzanne Fain
Pam Ferguson

Mrs. Jackie Fischer
Rita C. Fleischmann
Joe H. Flores

Mrs. H. ~. Foster
Susan Fouilloud-Buyat

Texas Rose Rustlers Membership Roster

ADDRESS

#2 Abercrombie Drive
3914 Prudence
2422 ~ordsworth .
P.O. Box 551
12663 Eddington Rd
3810 ~ickersham
550 Upper Kingston Rd.
14265 N. Piping Rock
7480 Beechnut #129
P.O. Box 1387
27326 Farm Creek
9432 Liberty ct.
20 Tanager Trail
3001 Pierre Pl
217 ~est Tanglewood
11625 Blalock
1427 Chippewa
31 Old Hickory Dr.
2534 Kevin
3299 Fox Hunt Tr. N~
1918 Ridgemore
4324 ~indswept Lane
2212 Coveside Lane
208 Cavalry St.
3800 Abbate Rd. #14
35 Cornerbrook
300 ~. 108 St. #80
2417 Pelham
Box 401
1575 Palm Place
7234 Avenue K
6403 Pickens
112 Lakeshore Dr.
12431 Broken Bough
2305 Cambridge Court N
2418 Calhoun st.
5130 La Cour Monique
15645 ~hites Creek Lane
215 Harriman Road
51 Pleasure Cove Dr.
114 Lakeside Dr.
17319 Alhaven Dr.
P.O ..Box 28
4423 Italy
8319 Beach Haven
6249 Olympia Dr.
2325 Finney Vallet
4807 Benning
3621 No. 8th
5022 Poinciana
Rt. 1 Box 1773
3065 Reba Dr.

CITY,STATE,ZIP

Houston TX 77084
Houston TX 77045
Houston TX 77030
Waller TX 77484
Spring Hill FL 34609
Houston TX 77027
Prattville AL 36067
Phoenix AZ 85023
Houston TX 77074-4503
Tuolumne CA 95379
Huffman TX 77336
River Ridge LA 70123
The Woodlands TX 77381
College Station TX 77845
New Braunfels TX 78130
Houston TX 77024
Richardson TX 75080
Conroe TX 77302
Houston TX 77043
Marietta GA 30064
Houston TX 77055
Grapevine TX 76051
Kemah TX 77565
Victoria TX 77901
College Station TX 77845
The Woodlands TX 75381
New York NY 10025
Houston TX 77019
East Bernard TX 77435
Bartow FL 33830
Houston TX 77011
Houston TX 77007
Conroe TX 77304
Houston TX 77024
League City TX 77573
New Orleans LA 70118
New Orleans LA 70131
College Station TX 77845
Irvington NY 10533
The Woodlands TX 77381
Montgomery TX 77356
Spring TX 77388
Washington TX 77880
Pasadena TX 77505
Baytown TX 77520
Houston TX 77057
Rosenburg TX 77471
Houston TX 77035
Tacoma WA 98406-5417
Houston TX 77092
Pearland TX 77584
Houston TX 77019
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PHONE

713-434-5327
713-432-0703
409-372-2800

713-622-1029
205 -365 -7517
602-789-1492

713-324-1457
504-737-7741

409-693-6691

713-782-1427
214-235-3412
409-273-2956
713-462-1756
404-499-7016

713-334-3041

409-696-6684
713-775-2064
212-866-8960
713-522-0742

-335-7703
813-533-3073

713-862-6975
409-539-6840
713-461-6886
713-554-2792

-866-5466
504-391-1716
409-690-0063

713-367-0125
409-588-8251
713-353-0114

713-487-7212
409-383-3402
713-953-1027
713-342-2026
713-721- 2356

-486-0641
713-528-7667
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NAME

Bemis F. Gordon
Marlea Graham
Greg Grant
Frances Graves
Retha Groom
Elizabeth Gunn
Rhoda Haddox

M/M Michael L. Hall
James/Sandra Hall
John H. Hall, Jr.
Pete/Charlotte Har~~g
Ann E. Harr is ..::-'~
Fay Harrison
Gaylan Haynes
Ida Sharp Hedley
Brenda Henderson
R. V. Hewitt
Helen Hill
Mary Eddie Hollingshead
Marcie Howell
Rebecca Hu Liao
Kathy Huber
Cheryl Hunt

Mrs. M. R. Hurt
Charlene Hutchinson
Mays/Lucille Idom
Dominique Inge
Becky Ingram
Irving/Carol Jenkins
Bryan Johnson
Diane Johnson
Meredith Johnson
Michael Johnson

M/M Davis K. Jones
Mrs. J. O. Jones

Delores Jones
James Allen Jordan

Mr. Ronald Jorgensen
Al ice Jumper
Linda Keese
Janet A. Kennedy
Margie Kerr

M/M Aubry King
M/M Glen King

Ladd King
Suzanne Kingsley
Richard/Diana Kirk
Nickie Knight
Lee Knott
Carol S. Kobb
Dorothy M. Kofron

Mrs. Helen Kratzke

Texas Rose Rustlers Membership Roster

ADDRESS

27410 Old Trilby Rd.
100 Bear Oaks Dr.
166 Seale Rd
17323 Alhaven
703 Gi lchrist
9823 B Daisy Mist
5142 Carew
04929 Brentwood Court
4511 Spears
872 Bettina Court #303
1024 Gayle st.
307 Red Bird Lane
Rt. 3 Box 296A
619 Meadowlawn
Rt. 2 Box 2680
3619 Green Springs
803 N. Main
5514 Hummingbird
1026 Ashwood Dr.
2173 NE Poynter
4135 Sun Meadow Dr.
P.O. Box 4260
617 N. Holland
2740 Palo Verde
6717 Nordling #A
13106 Blythe
3544 Rankin Ave.
411 N. College
17819 Mahogany Forest Dr.
1008 Crossing Rd.
P.O. Box 1103
320 W. 10th St.
3300 Brunchberry Lane
#11 Knotty Pine
20226 Brondesbury
Rt. 7 Box 1300
1033 Sally Ann Dr.
Rt. 2 Box 1401
3521 Valley Ridge
405 Oak Ridge Dr.
403 Vance
8745 Tollis
274 Bellingrath
3413 Chatham Court
412 Highbrook
3324 Bennett Dr.
5632 Bonner Dr.
1201 Crockett
2410 s. Kirkwood #329
P.O. Box 1811
205 Margaret
622 SE 32nd St.

CITY,STATE,ZIP

Brooksville FL 34602
Martinez CA 94553
San Antonio TX 78219
Spring TX 77388
College Station TX 77840
Houston TX 77038
Houston TX 77096
Florence OR 97439
Manvel TX 77578
Houston TX 77024
Shreveport LA 71104
Austin TX 78745
Wi IIis TX 77378
LaPorte TX 77571
Ethel LA 70730
San Antonio TX 78247
Highlands TX 77562
Houston TX 77035
Lewisville TX 75067
Hillsboro OR 97124
Houston TX 77072
Houston TX 77210
Bellville TX 77418
Odessa TX 79762
Houston TX 77076
Houston TX 77015
Da IIas TX 75205
McKinney TX 75069
Spring TX 77379
Angleton TX 77515
Ferndale CA 95536
Houston'TX 77008
Plano TX 75023
Orange TX 77630
Katy TX 77450
Nacogdoches TX 75961
Rosenburg TX 77471
Scurry TX 75158
Da IIas TX 75220
San Marcos TX 78666
League City TX 77573
Houston TX 77055
Conroe TX 77302
Fort Worth TX 76140
Richardson TX 75080
Los Angeles CA 90068
Naltom City TX 76148
Burleson TX 76028
Houston TX 77077
Conroe TX 77305-1811
Wharton TX 77488
Cape Coral FL 33904
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PHONE

800-999-8020
713-353-4270
409-696-6802
713-847-1779
713-

997-9153
713-489-0840

318-869-1775

409-856-3380
713-471-6686
504-634-3380
512-494-1035

462-2430
713-723-4567

-436-4337

409-865-2982
-366-5669

713-453-1274

214-542-4660
713-251-1799
409-265-9032

-786-4632
713-869-4001
214-618-5488
409-886-3841
713-492-7344
409-569-8800

512-353-3220
-554-7381

713-461-6547
409-321-3374
817-478-1237

234-5846

817-581-0323
817-551-7260
713-556-1014
409-539-2011
409-532-8314
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Texas Rose Rustlers Membership Roster

PHONE

713-487-3347

713-488-2313

452-1830
713-991-2731

817-456-2355

713-774-7734

409-767-8167

806-983-3088
512-556-3773
214-385-7734
713-550-4633
214-821-8277

878- 7535
-727-4881

713-682-4365
713-729-5307

713-869-5613

904-647-5835
409-992-3674

713-448-5489

606-2349621

713-862-5538
409-273-2506
713-342-4867

713-467-8570
409-·588-1799

682-9112
713-870-8238
409-830-0477
817-826-4000

-352-6997

-232-4929
409-825-3220
512-327-7247

583-2910
904-997-3764

692-6238

NAME

Deanna/Earl Krause
Bessie Kriegel

Mrs. Carole Krist
Tommy Krouse
Florence Landreth
Barbara Lantz

M/M J. C. Ledger
Wanda Lefner
The Runge Library
Minnie Licea

Mr. Otto Locke
Stella Luton

Dr. Yan Ma
Carolyn Marble

Mrs. Leslie Marshall
James L. Martin, Jr.
Brenda McCaig
Carla McClendon
Al/Marilyn McCuistion

Mrs. W. H. McFadden
Mrs. Maxine McFall
Mrs. Bobbie McKenna

Audrey Beust McMurray
Nancy Meier
Ellen L. Mickle
Coleman Mills
Nell Mitchell

M/M John G. Mitchell
Lee Mitchell
Vivian Morrison
Dan/Jerri Moseley

Mrs. Ronald A. Moss
Mrs. William Murdy

Lana Nelson
Sam Nichols

Mrs. Robert Nino
Sheryl L. Nyman
Carol Osborn
W. D. Parker
Bill Patterson
Marion Peace
David/Janice Phillips

M/M Albert Pibil
Ray Ponton
Sue Porter
Galen Dean Po~ers
Joy Pumphrey

Miss Pamela Puryear
Mrs. Cecile Ramey
Mrs. Raymond Regmund

John/Lynnett Richbourg
Kathryn Ring

ADDRESS

5020 Fairvent
14519 Waynewood
18506 Upper Bay Road
4614 Mesquite
706 Horncastle Dr.
8235 Gulf Wood
3421 Folger
Rt. 1 Box 77

6502 Tam O'Shanter Lane
P.O. Box 311715
Rt. 2 Box 712C
P.O. Box 123
P.O. Box 100
Rt. 2 Box 264
15712 Wing Point Dr.
8539 Lake Crystal Dr.
4715 Munger Ave.
17860 Crothers Hills Rd.
811 Poplar Dr.
108 S. Westlink
5426 Candletree
11031 Dunlap Dr.
1019 Omar st.
620 Teetshorn
8402 Daleview Dr.
Rt. 2 Box 4 H~y. 98
Rt. 1 Box A-3
4400 Effie
234 La Fonda
10240 Silvercrest
105 Chelsea Dr.
71 St. John Place
1116 Oxford
410 Saddle & Surrey Ln.
2018 Thompson
P.O. Box 566
12462 Queensbury
Rt. 3 box 134C
Rt. 1 Box 587
15130 Turkey Creek Dr.
705 Cl inton st.
Rt. 2 Box 17
804 Edmond st.
15511 H~y 36
Third Floor
Rt. 1 Box 52UD
708 Holland
20 Cicero
Rt. 1, Box 24
Rt. 3 Box 126
21781 S. W. Chehales Ct.

CITY,STATE,ZIP

Pasadena TX 77505
Cypress TX 77429
Houston TX 77058
Houston TX 77093-1620
Channelvie~ TX 77530
Houston TX 77075
Houston TX 77093
Oglesby TX 76561
Runge TX 78151
Houston TX 77036
Ne~ Braunfels TX 78131-1715
Wi IIis TX 77378
Beiding 100083 PR China
south Plains TX 79258-0100
Kempner TX 76539
Dallas TX 75248
Houston TX 77095
Dallas TX 75204
Meado~ Vista CA 95722
St. Albans WV 25177
Wichita KS 67209
Houston TX 77091-5507
Houston TX 77096
Houston TX 77009
Houston TX 77009
Aus tin TX 78758
Port St. Joe FL 32456
Ne~ Ulm TX 78950
Bellaire TX 77401
Houston TX 77060
Houston TX 77076
Cynthiana KY 41031
Ne~ Canaan CT 06840
Houston TX 77008
Conroe TX 77385-7745
Richmond TX 77469
Misha~aka IN 46546-0566
Houston TX 77024
Montgomery TX 77356
Laurens SC 29360
Houston TX 77079
Brenham TX 77833
Abbott TX 76621
Taylor TX 76574
Needville TX 77461
Washington, DC 20004-2404
Rosenburg TX 77471
Navasota TX 77868
Austin TX 78746
Kenedy TX 78119
Monticello FL 32344
Tualatin OR 97062
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NAME Page No. 4 ADDRESS CITY,STATE,ZIP PHONE ,.. -02/08/93

Eunice M. Roberts 6845 Cayton Houston TX77061 713-643-8704
Dr. M. C. Rosenfield Box 395 Mattapoisett MA 02739-0395

Barbara J. Rutherford 10006 Sagequeen Houston TX 77089 713-481-1942
Ray Ryan 2517 Cherry Pasadena TX 77502 713-946-4435
Sherry Sanddal 603 Elm View Ct. Stafford TX 77477 713-499- 1505
Peter Schaar 3515 Haynie Ave. Dallas TX 75205 214-528-7162
Trudy J. Schreiber 2026 Gemini Houston TX 77058 713-286-4743

Mrs. ~. L. Schumann 549 Lakeview Circle New Braunfels TX 78130 512-625-6654
Janet Sedis 2100 Tanglewild #547 Houston TX 77063

Mrs. Pat Sellers 635 Hartman Road Silsbee TX 77656-5211 409-385-3475
Mrs. Margaret Sharpe 9426 Kerrwood Houston TX 77080 713-464-8607

Linda/James Shaw 3612 61st St. Lubbock TX 79413 793-2046
Ruby L. Shawler 518 S. 3rd St. LaPorte TX 77571 409-471-3550
Ednaerle K. Shelford 5123 Longmont Dr. Houston TX 77056 713-621-7634
Pat Sheller 2514 Cypress Dr. Bettendorf IA 52722
Cyn Shope 5919 Benning Houston TX 77096 713-726-9337~G. Michael Shoup .f""'~"~r:;' Rt. 5 Box 143 Brenham TX 77833
Katherine Sisson 2303 Elk Creek Dr. Kingwood TX 77345 713-360-2891

Mrs. Margaret Sloan 3931 ~. Creek Club Dr. Missouri City TX 77459 713-499-9887
Mary Smathers 6687 LEB-Pine Grove Rd. Terry MS 39171

Mrs. Brenda Smith 14011 Green Ranch Houston TX 770.39
Leslie C. Smith 7502 Greenhaven Dr. Austin TX 78757
Artha G. Smith 6695 ~estgate Dr. Beaumont TX 77706 409-866-3800
Charlene Smith 1612 Columbia Houston TX 77008 713-868-3919
Sue Speck Box 242 Rocksprings TX 78880 512-683-3189
Harrison Stafford, " 508 S. Gilbert Edna TX 77957 -782-2204

M/M Oscar Standlee 5606 Yarwell Houston TX 77096 713-723-5453
Jaye R. Stanley 10503 ~estbrook Meadows Houston TX 77041 713-896-8437

Mrs. Belle Steadman 2934 Harlan Dr. Mesquite TX 75150 214-279-7588
Barbara Steel P.O. Box 217 Fulshear TX 77441 533-9448

Mrs. Betty Taylor 9125 Leaside Dr. Dallas TX 75238
Catherine A. Thomas 21103 Moor Lily Ct. Spr ing TX 77388 -288-9496
Conrad Tips 1007 Highland Houston TX 77009 713-868-5606
Gregory S. Tipton 11919 Carriage Ridge Houston TX 77070 713-890-6459
Sandra Tipton 633 Magellan Dr. Sarasota FL 34243 813-758-8587
Mary J. Trinkle 155 Lori Dr. ~illow Park TX 76087 817-441-6987
Betty Troutman 619 Clear Cove Dr. Granite Shoals TX 78654 -598-6943
Toby. Turner 5211 Braeburn Bellaire TX 77401
Nell Turner RR2 Box 267A New Ulm TX 78950 409-992-3617
Lucille B. Urbas 13123 ~ickersham Dr. Houston TX 77077 713-531-4039
C. Ray Valigura 1109 Loesser Houston TX 77055 713-236-0707
David Varnado 315 ~est St. South McComb MS 39648
Julie M. Vick 3852 Mockingbird Dallas TX 75205-2127 214-520-8560
Ellen Ann Vickers P.O. Box 52 Ecleto TX 78111-0052
Karen ~albrun Rt. 2 Box 6661 Pipe Creek TX 78063 512-535-4025
Charle~ A. ~alker, Jr. 1512 Gorman Raleigh NC 27606 919-834-2591
Juanita ~atson 1015 ~avecrest Houston TX 77062 713-488-6258

Dr. William C. ~elch 2111 Langford College Station TX 77840 409-845-7341
Amos Welder P.O. Box 4400 Beeville TX 78104-4400 -358-5821
Ursuala L. ~hite 12103 Atwell Houston TX 77035
Richard E. ~hitehall 220 E. Lime Ave. Monrovia CA 91016 -359-7677

Mrs. Miriam ~ilkins 925 Galvin Drive El Cerrito CA 94530
Paul Williams 1744 Bonnie ~ay Sacramento CA 95825-1302
Bernadette Williams 3019 Locke Lane Houston TX 77019
Patsy Williams 2502 Leprechaun Houston TX 77017 713-944-3437
Joe ~oodard 8636 San Souci Drive Dallas TX 75238 214-348- 1732
Marilyn A. ~ord 16730 Britford Houston TX 77084
Cathy Zinmerman 22803 Brafferton Lane Katy TX 77449
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Elvin McDonald is a writer on horticultural subjects who moved to Houston last fall. He was
working at the Massachuetts Botanic Garden, Boston MA and this article appeared in the July
1992 issue of the Garden's news. He kindly gave us permission to print it in OTR. When he
can take time from his regular landscaping and decorator jobs he visits the Rose Rustler
events to gather more information for the book on roses he is writing. EDITOR

THE CUTTING EDGE
~st year I was picking up stakes. moving from New

York to Houston. Now I am pounding them in. to get an idea
of how the landscaping of the yard might continue.

The grand tour includes a walk through my imaginary
garden. Some visitors see the vision implied by the stakes.
others trip. Out of maybe a dozen. only one has challenged
me: He prefers unbroken lawn to my proposed allee grande.
a 100-foot-long walkway from trre front gate to the back
fence that would be four or five .feet wide. bounded on either
side by planting beds spilling with flowers and edibles. .
studded every ten feet by pairs of tree-form standards. Until
my friend's remark my main consideration was which tree
or plants-rose. oleander. crape myrtle. azalea. lantana.
tibouchina. pelargonturn, Clerodencirum trichotom~the
same or mixed and matched? At the moment the stakes
have been pulled and the area mown over so that when
newly cut and backlit by the setting sun it looks deceptively
like a lawn. Truth is. certain constraints-deadlines for
books. availability of funds-force me to make haste with
deliberate slowness. Meanwhile. I can enjoy obsessing in
dreamtime about my allee (and an alley too).

The house. a single-story. wood-shingled. Hollywood-
style bungalow sits 70 feet from the street on a flat lot 80
feet wide and 170 feet deep. Across the back there is a
common alley/drainage ditch with multistemmed mulberry
trees. wild grapes and lots of unknowns. I was having a

. great time using this as my source for homemade tomato
stakes. twigs to weave into wattle fences and vines for ,

. wreath forms until a neighbor cautioned. "You be careful! -
Snakes live out there!"

There are conifers in front of the house. toward the
street. and along the north-arborvitae. cedar and juniper.
ranging from 20 to 60 feet. A heavily berried holly with three
trunks two stories high rises from the south edge of the
lawn. just outside my office window. In the back. two
mature. producing pecan trees flank a dog yard that could .
become a greenhouse. A towering pine in the yard next door
and a couple of native oaks complete the inventory of major
trees in my Immediate vicinity. When this part of Houston
was developed around 1947 some existing trees were saved.
which accounts for the aged specimens that dot the
neighborhood. •.

Space available on my lot for gardening Varies from full
sun to full shade. I've broken ground in a couple of obvious
places but nothing major is going to happen until the
inferno of summer has been experienced. A north-facing
wall next to the patio that receives little or no direct sun has
shelving for potted plants-Astatic hybrid lilies. honeysuckle
fuchsias. flortst gloxinias. browallias. bromeliads. Primula
obcontca and Jasminum romzosum=whose abundance of
flowering from February to May tells me to be ever mindful
of the sun's strength at this latitude and the protracted
season of temperatures above 80°F (27°C).

Behind the house. adjacent to the wall garden and a
terracotta tile terrace. are two sunny to half-sunny planting
beds 6 by 12 feet. each centered by a lollipop standard
raphiolepls tree ten feet tall. One of my first acts was to

clear these beds of weeds-mostly sedges and a
rhizomatous. pink-flowered oxalts I once encouraged in
pots-and to transplant the remaining narcissus to a
holding area. After spading and raking. the beds were
divided into modules two feet square using l2-lnch
mulberry stakes and green plastic plant ties pulled taut like
a ribbon near the soil surface. Inspired by the iJea of food
gardens as beautiful kitchen gardens visited In Holland.
England and France. and Mel Bartholomew's square-foot
gardening precepts. I then designed each module so that it
stands alone and. hopefully. as an integral part of the
whole. Three modules on either side of the walkway between
the beds were centered with a yellow-flowered rosebush;
each square of soil surrounding the roses was seeded with
red and green leaf lettuces. radicchio. com salad. radishes
and mustard in an array of mix and match circles. squares
and triangles. alone and within each other. All the other
modules in turn have been planted tick-tack-toe fashion.

The garden ever evolves. one crop succeeding another.
I never touch the ground here or contemplate the next
activity without being reminded of lessons learned while
assisting Brooklyn Botanic Gardener Bernard Currtd,
Bernie has found It best not to start in the morning more
than can be finished by quitting time; also. that others
will pay your garden no more respect than you do.
Gardening by the module lets me weed a whole garden while
I wait for the microwave to heat a cup of soup and also gives
constant challenges that can be met without straining the
body or the bankbook. a sort of time-release dose of
satisfaction. .
. Another lesson learned from Bernie is to use protected
mlcroclimates within the garden fo-: starting seeds and
rooting cuttings. These often turn out to be spaces newly
cleared of a finished crop. with extra shade and wtnd
protection afforded by neighboring plants. If not
appropriated by the gardener. such places will be
immediately usurped by weeds. an earthly playing out of
idle hands being the devil's workshop.

If you go along with the claim that everything is bigger
in Texas. then my modular kitchen fork and knife-the tools
most used-garden is a joke. I prefer to think of it as a place
where smaller is better. where looking down on a patch of
ground two feet square I can see rows of lettuce as emerald
and burgundy hedges around gargantuan roses: a module
of striped beets on six-inch centers as a vegetable plaid of
red and green on an earthy brown field; and a 6- by 24-inch
weaving of interlocking twigs as a natural. self-reliant
means of separating and defining adjacent rows of oakleaf
lettuce and Italian parsley.

Every climate has Its creatures that come out in the
night and graze one's most prized plants. Here. following
heavy rains-nearly 40 inches in the first five months thi~
year-slugs and snails are the barbarians at the gardener s
gate. Saucers of beer set out at dusk yield a stupendous
overnight catch. Writers incline to specify stale beer (the
same as "sharp knife") but I find the slugs are more
interested in fresh since it is the smell to which they are
drawn ... trreststfbly. -Elvin McDonald
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