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1988 Rose Rustle will see the
Texas Rose Rustlers trying th~ir

luck in the area of New Braunfels,
in Texas "Hill'Country". This has

been considered for several years but
it was chosen last April at the Mercer
Arboretum Symposium. The underlying
cause of this Rustle site at this time
is in the fact that the area area around
New Braunfels is growing so rapidly that
the time will soon arrive that the older
properties will be soon taken over for new
industries, buildings, and changes in land

uses. This may be the golden opportunity to seek the old roses that are
currently available but in the path of near future "progress".
So, get your willow water readyl NOW IS THE TIME I We have reserved a
pavillion in the City Park on the Carnal River for Saturday, October 23rd.
Bring a picnic lunch and meet in the Park about noon, or sooner, and we
will swap cuttings, notes, ideas and tall tales while we prepare to plan
an agenda that will please everyone. The New Braunfels garden club and
old rose .enthu i ast s have lots of plans for us and promise us the tour of
the century. There are some fantastic gardens that will be open to us to
tour that include many things besides roses. Also, San Marcos is only 15
miles from New Braunfels, where there are many old garden roses as well
as other interesting plants of historic and horticultural note. It may
also be possible for some to visit San Antonio and have Greg Grant show
°a group some of his old garden rose "finds."
Our next issue of THE OLD TEXAS ROSE will carry more details as to where
we can stay if we wish to be close, like a "h~adquarters" hotel or motel.
With all we will have available to us, some may wish to go to New Braun-
fels on Friday afternoon and spend the week end there. It would be very
convenient if we had a "point of reference" for communica!=ion. Myrna and
Ron Jorgensen have offered to bring their slides program of their visit
to the Huntington Botanical Gardens,in California, this summer when'they
participated in the Old Garden Rose Seminar and annual meeting.of the
Heritage Rose Foundation. This would be a fun thing for a party Sat.uz day
night. Make your plans now for this trip for we may not venture this far
for a Rustle again. New Braunfels is about a 2.l:z° hr. drive from Houston,
which is a little far for a round trip, but possible if ope leaves Houston
at 8 a.m. and New Braunfels at 8 p.m. Just bring the willow waterl
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MEMORABLE SPRING SYMPOSIUM
tEach symposium gets better than the pre-

vious on. it seems, or do we just recall it
more vividly? Anyway, we are truly indebted
to Pam Puryear, aga in, for arranging us an
agenda to thoroughly enjoy and gain much new
information on an old subject, ROSES.

Mary Fulgham started us off with a slides
presentation of her hybridizing experiences.
Searching for a true blue rose, she has had
many interesting roses result, none blue,
however. But some mauve, shades of truly
beautiful roses. as well as other colors and
combinations of colors. Her rose beds and
rose record system is most outstanding. We

, might want to have a rose tour there some
day! lots to see and learQ1.,..,.Her subject
was "Grow Your Own OGR", arid she does!

Brent Pemberton gave us one of the finest,
if not the finest, information on black-
spot that we have heard. He is Research
Horticulturist at Tyler, TX, working with
Dr. Eldon lyle, the Plant Pathologist. Brent
explained the different types of infection
in the rose pla~t and the strains of the
fungus. Infection occurs on leaf upper sur-
face, injecting enzymes into the leaf cells
that causes them to break down. Some roses
retain their leaves due to their high degree
of blackspot tolerance caused by harmones in
that variety of rose. Age of leaf and breatl~
down of the harmones causes fall blackspot
when none was evident earlier. 'Interestingly
the labratory method of study used employed
the rooting of a whole rose leafet, as done
by Parsons and other 19 century aughors and,
more recently, Charles Wal~er, of the Heritage
Rose Foundat ion.

We had amo st interest ing account from Pam
Puryear just before we broke for lunch, on
the history of the use of roses in landscape
plantings. Early English landscapes planted
large trees in groves (even dead trees, for
they were "natural") and dammed up rivers for
water interest i.e. lakes. Wealthy Texas
plantation owners used this as early as 1830,
Wharton's Eagle Island Plantation cost some
$10,000 in 1837, exclusive of labor. Pam
showed us some interesting pictures of early
Texas landscaped homes and plantations. Most
prominent was the use of fruit trees and roses
in and near the residential areas. It was
likely that the Chinaberry trees were intro-
duced into Texas in 1831. This planting of
trees and roses led to the formal gardens
being introduced tnto Texas. This, of course,
infl uenced to type s of trees, roses and other
plant materials that were later used and

developed. The natural look of the distant
landscape was retained, however, but without
the use of dead trees!

We broke for lunch. and took. advantage of the
time to view the rose show, whi ch wa sin anoth-
er building nearby. Many of our members had
never before known of the Mercer Arboretum and
were amazed by the beauty, maintenance and
completeness of the beautiful setting. There
was not time to travel the entire grounds but
there was time for plenty of it to be ~iewed.

Belle Steadman entertained us with her story
of starting out to plant a "maintenance free"
yard. Among the shrubs she chose was a 1ittle
Climbing Cecile Brunner, the "Sweetheart Rose".
What could that do but twine sweetly to some
15 ft. and give the effect she wanted. After
it grew, rath~r q~ickly,cto some 40 ft. atop
an 8 ft. fence and covered the ground around
to the poi nt a11 other plants were starved, she
read further that it could push over a small
house or shed! She now grows roses in large
pots so she can have "Plants on Wheels" that
can be moved around to locate the best spot for
~olor harmony and maximum bloom.

We enjoyed a step into history with Tom
Christopher next, back 3000 years or more. Tom
went to Rome after his college days to rest
from a majoy in classical languages and worked
with archiologists digging in the ruins ther.e.
He had read that Cato, a revered Roman farmer
of 01d Rome, avowed that "the best crop to grow
on subterranean property was roses." From the
Greeks we learn that "no party can be held with
out roses and rose perfume. We do not know
what roses they were, but the jmportant thing
is the attitudes and patterns about roses. Rome
made roses popular. Homer wrote of ~Rosy
fringed dawn opening the gates of Heaven", and
Sappho first claimed roses "Queen of Flowers",
having come from the sea with Aphrodite, the
goddess of love. Egyptians formed the first
international rose market. It is thought they
may have planted roses in tubs and carried them
in their ships to foreign shores where they cut
the blooms they sold. Cato wrote that,"There
is good money in roses; therefore, they should

be grown by every farmer." Pliney, the Elder,
named 13 different roses in his 13 volumed
Natural History, about 60 A.D. But the Old
Romans said it first, "If a rose is a rose , it
mu st sme11 1He a ro se." How many do? leon i
Bell says that of 754 different varieties 264
had light scents and only 20 strong scents.

We adjourned our symposium at 3 p.m., just
in time to get our show roses and start home
before alight ra in began fa11 ing. It was a
good day for all of us, and for the roses, too.
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a G R JUDGING SCHOOL
ALBUQUERQUE" NMby

MYRNA JORGENSEN
During my training period as an apprentice

judge I have tried to improve my skills by
~ead~ng literature pertaining to judges,
Judglng and roses. One day I was reading
"The Rose Exhi butor", edi ted by Bob Arant,
and I n?ticed there was going to be a judging
school m Albuquerque, ~ew Mexico, just for
"Old Garden Roses". Since many judges don't
grow or know OGR's there may be a problem
when someone has to juege that class in a

.show; hence, the OGR Judging School.
. As Old Garden Roses are:~:f1lYthing", and to

a in more experience, I booked a quickie
flight to Albuquerque to broaden my scope, so
to speak. I'm not accredited yet so it won't
ount for anything in my record, but I wanted
to go anyway. Since it was a ther-and-back
trip I decided to take a cab back and forth
from the airport to the mall where the school
was being held. It would have been just as
cheap to rent a car and a lot more fun.

The class was well organized and well pres-
ented with approximately 35 people present.
I was a little disappointed but only because
Ron and I like the OGR's and grow them. This
class was aimed at accredited judges who do
n?t-grow OGR's. It definitely served that
purpose. After an intro by the president of
the Albuquerque Rose Society, Leah Watterberg
spoke on General Rules for Judging Old Roses.
Albuquerque was in full bloom and they had
plenty of beautiful roses for demonstration.
The new rules for OGR's was stressed and the
different classes of OGR's was shown so the
uninitiated could see the many, many types,
colors and forms.

(Oh, those poor people! What they
don't know is that when the OGR
bug bites it bites hard! It is
more addictive than any of the hard
drugs and probably costs more. Oh
what a great habit to have! Anyway,
back to the class.)

We were on our own for lunch and had time to
wander the mall or to view the display of
OGR's set up in the main entrance of the mall.
They had roses I have never seen except in
photos or books. It was a great exhibit!
Needless to say, I cam~ home with another list
of roses I wanted. (Poor Ron)

After ~unc~ we split into 3 groups and .had
round-robtn d t scuss tons . Claudia Bonnet, Leah
Watterberg, and Pat Turner each led a group.
All three ladies were very knowledgeable and
had,som~ great roses to show and discuss.
Pat s dlScussion was on species and she had
brought all of them from her yard. I would
have loved to see her gardens but there is
never enough time to see all the beauties.
~he school was very good and I really enjoyed
It. -

Claudia and.her husb1ad, David, offered to
take me to the1r house to see the garden with
5 or 6 other people also going. Of course
they had to twi st my arm and force me to go
and look at more roses. They have a lot of
roses designed into a small area and a novel
way of growing species that tend to sucker.
At the back of the yard, in place of a fence
they have a 4 foot cinder block wall. The '
house behind them put up an 8 foot cinder
block wall. There is an 8 to 10 inch gap
between these wall s tha~ has been filled with
dirt where Caludia and David grow the roses
that are hard to keep in bounds.

~he time passed too quickly and the cap
arnved to speed me on my way to catch a fast
plane back to dallas and the long drive back
to t he farm. I came home with a few new
friends, a few more cuttings, a lot more'
l~owle~ge and even more love for the "Old
Ga rden Rose s" .

I believe the South Central District (Am.
Rose Soc.) should hold an OGR Judging School
at least every two years. In fact I feel all
Districts should do this. The OGR:s are be-
coming more and more popular as time goes by
but these lovers are not becoming Judges. We
(at least the South Central District) are
losing judges faster than we are bringing in
new ones and we need to find a 'flayto turn
this around. Maybe we need to change some of
our District rules. Som of the ones I would
like changed would be to tell the apprentices
the.ir scores from the tests so they would know
the.areas they need to improve. When an appr-
ent tce wor ks with an accredited judge and :1
there are some unfavorable comments, the appr-
entice need to know. They can't get better if
they don't know where to improve! And ~---
inc~e~se the number of show judged (make it a
defln1te number) before becoming an Accredit-
ed Judge. When a Judging School is held the
OGR's need to be included, even if it means

v (Next page)
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·(OGR's Judging continued)
showing photos or roses. I would be will ing
to donate slides and I am sure many others
would also. Another thing that might help
would be for the society newsletters to tell
about all District Judging.Schools or for the
ARS magazine to list them all.

I like, judging! I also like to show! But,
it is hard to get most of the OGR's to a
distant show, so I keep "my finger in the pie"
by judging and going to as many functions as
possible that deal with.my favorite --

OLD GAR 0 E N R 0 S E S!

OUR 1988 SPRING ROS~~SHOW WINNERS
MERCER ARBORETUM

Our first real roses show this April that we
held along with our Symposium, was judged by
Accredited American Rose Society Judges, Mrs.
Margaret Sloan and C.S. Moynihan. Margaret
was one of the students who enjoyed the OGR
Judging School in Al buquerque. We truly are
appreciative of their service to us.

Top Show Winners were:
Mutabilis, Sombrueil .•. Doug & Rose Mitchell
Baronne Prevost, Crested Moss,

Fantin-Latour .•...• Roy & Trish Morgan
Mignonette, Paul Ricault • Joe & Helen Woodard
Penelope. . . • .•... M/M M.L. Brandes, Jr.
Salet .•... ~ .•......• W.J. Bennett

95 entries -8 arrangements

MRS. CHARLES BELL
You probal51y remember Mrs Charles Bell
that was so popular in the 1920's and easily
available until the late 1970's.. A sport of
Red Radiance, it was a salmon pink shade but
otherwise like Red Radiance. Dorothy A. Jones
of 3460 So. Major, Beaumont TX 77707, is very
anxious to have a cutting to root for a plant
of Mrs~ Charles Bell to complete her Radiance
collection. If you have this rose or know
where you or she can get a cutting to root
please contact her by mail or telephone.
409/866-6663.

IDENTIFICATION OF AN UNKNOWN
ROSE NICKNAMED "MAGGIE"

by
Marion Brandes

While attending the International Old
Rose Conference and Symposium at the Hunt ing-
ton Botanical Gardens, in San Marino, CAt I
was aQle to match a 1900 Bourbon, Mme. Eugene
E. Marlitt, to our very popu1ar unknown rose
in Texas called "Maggie" by Dr. Wm. Welch of
Texas A & M Extension Horticulure Service and
The Antique Rose Emporium (in Independence,
TX).

Tbe plant growing at the Botanical Gard-
ens was in full bloom and its fonn, fol iage,
and flowers appeared identical to the one in
our garden and the plants I have seen in many
gardens in and around Houston. The plant at
the Huntington was provided by Phil Edinger,
of Cloverda le, CA, in November 1985, who
originally obtained the plant from Jose Marrer(
of the University of Puerto Rfco. The rose,
(Mme.) Eugene E. Marlitt was bred by Geshwind
who also hybridized Gruss an Teplitz.

Turn of the century mail order catalogs
were reviewed in the Huntington Research lib-
rary.(Mme.} Euqene E. Marlitt was found
first mentioned .inthe 1908 catalog of Peter
Henderson and Co, New York (founded in 1847)
and also in their 1911 and 1912 catalogs.
The Henderson catalog advertised that it
carried. "everything for the garden", including
"seeds, plants, bulbs, implements, and insect-
icides". The 1911 catalog listed (Mme.) Eug-
~ne E. Marlitt for 60¢ for "first size".
"One of the best of the newer roses for garden
purposes. It is except ionally heal thy, vigor-
ous and free blooming. The flowers are large,
very double and full. The color is rich and
cannine with reddish tones and does not fade
or bleach in the hottest weather. It is quite
hardy and del ightfully fragrant."

The rose, (Mme.) Eugene E. Marlitts was
offered bvPeter Henderson & Co. in the "ADMI-
RABLE COLl.ECTION" of eight rose ..varieties. A
copy of one of the catalog pages is shown on
the following page for your interest in some
of the comtemporary roses of the time. It
appears to have been an excellent selection of
"ever-blooming" roses, indeed!

Huffman, TX - 11 May 1988 - 324-1457

THE CHARM OF OLD ROSES by Nancy Steen, the book several members ordered under our spec ia1
rate, is here. A postal card notifying members who ordered it was sent but several have not
responded even though they paid for the book. Please inform the Editor of your desire to pick
the book up at 9426 Kerrwood, Houston, or to have it mailed for seven 25¢ stamps.
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HENDERSON'S "ADMIRABLE" COLLECTION
of EIGHT HARDY EVER-BLOOMING ROSES.

ADMIRABLE IN THEIR SUPE"B COLORING.
ADMIRABLE IN THE BUD AND MATU"E BLOOM.
ADMI"ABLE IN THEI". BEAUTY AND F"AGRANCE.
ADMIMBlE IN THEI" GENE"OUS FlORIFEROUSNESS.

SHOWN ON THE COLORED PLATE OPPOSITE.
W • .-. -- ••••••~..Ji~~l:'P!..~:' ~r.. "":,.,.""::!'-,,:;;- ::::;;:'.r-:.,,";;;::::-- ••••..•.•.•••...•.••.

W>Io <ad. ..n.a;.., _ .-;1 _ f~EE _ ,...... -nlE GMDEN ClA.T\JI\E OF TliE RQSE.-

WO. I. A ••.• LUAftT·•• » JUa.Df Thi~ iI stil1 the linnl, ~1IKt.nt. dt wmon·pink which Ii,htenl up brautihdly a.the nowtnnpend
aYIR-ILOON1"G ROSa. eed, h.'\nty. r\'C'r-hioomlnc ~~ The aMlle is most ~11l'&S1n,:.surpG~ina; all other rinle mrU in 1~

GRUSS AU TEPLITZ. &lo~n'; . It has DIIII~ .,u:.)lh••1 cyn 01 ~r. com~h-nt Judl~· Unllc-r lutificio lilhl it is even
.• d~~ In ., prden RON:. The ~ ~utl ul '~n in the d..,yliCh1. 1nc rrowth is I('ndid

('OIOf ,!hc-~ first ~In« ". very dar~, nch cnnuon; a. the ftowu Iturdy!ooo healthy, the foib,e wee.nd abundant. It it "tron..1·
ns.--n- " tI,tcIoIrs briJhl "'rkt, ""'dine to velvety. (.cry red; one and dehchliully pc-rfUl1Wd. 5'Y
of the "'l'ry briChlt'St Rr•••.:. we knnw. The ftnwn. on In:1l pwn P1ice. I'l ai&c.1$c.',eecb, S7.SO per doa.' Jd .be 50c eaeh as 00
anll cs13bh5hal p1ants are larze: and 'uU. nry showy and h:tndROmt. pet doa.: Jd aile. JOe:. each, SJ.OO per doc: ...'
Whrn lhr pbnts are )'OUPc they a~ aemi·dnuble. h i•• prodiCOUI
bltJomct': (lIW 0{ the fn:csl Icl!Own,remarkably healthy a~ viCOrou. ••••..•. au,vnrcn. T.I.lOW ,OSL S!ronr. bushy habit.
al~ Int!'lunc from, an d~ No Rose pnlrn •• tumplde SOUVENIR DE PIERRE NOtTING •• ~th srl~id IoIi"re,
.Ithnullhl. I;flllUI .anrty. . r-'kr·... 1 M ftotlren are vrry

Price, ht. SlU. 6Oc. eeeh, 16.00 per doL; ld sUe, 40e. each"':.l-4,bO rull. la,..e and nLmordinanly la.tint. kttpinC eves- a •.eek _hm
reI' doz., Jd siu, ISc. eccb, S'.SO pel doc. . ~t.. The ~uds are yt.r'! Ion( -.of. m;ost bett.utillit shapt. The color
1'0. 2. A _1'1T •• BARDT naa. Thi, is tbe ~1, bAni, I' )'e1lowW1th nz.~hl:.te <"nlnt;se pink and 5A"roa-,.el~w ~dincs:

11I1.00"11'10 "OS'&. _hi"', nef'·blOfxnil1; R.o!. ~oen~<1~ s .cr,,"ycl')·nchco~dt·t'i-)'rl~.·. Jt •• ddichtr~lIy
WHITE MAMAN COCHET It baa an the rY'IluisitcsoIlhe f enn n U .bund.l.nC'C"of blos~,s thiS rmnd new vanety

• pttf«:t prdna R~ a b- au~ aU other y~llow ROSC'S. '~hlle .the fint ftgwu·buds aro
slAna:. siu. h..udlncss. r,..cnnoe. vicOt' and tm»'uaion 01 bIorwn, devefoptnc on. top MWCfl)""'tMarrear bcanna: another crop.
rivallin« the bat 01 the monthly. evet.bloon'l1nl "afiet~ in the Price, ht ••~. ~. each, $6.00 ,~r <10&.:ld .b.e, .Oc. .ch.
bllet ••U.imp<W1ant.qUAlity. It ••• "~t" froln the well known 1-&.00per dua., Jd "u. 2Oc.each. $1,00 per doa ',
anti Yalued 1tOM:,••Maman Cochet. " inheritinl aU it. Ane qualilia. ao. TR' ••••• B • Th', nd ri I ,
The wtls Arc kmr and ,.ointcd. openinC Cdoceful1y. tbe el[p."1nded .. A DT .ya. d ~_.l(Tll "!"-'909l:tyW'Und•. ~ ••••,
IIowC'n, arc lull And firm, the kIt.aI .hape for • RO!'e, they keep • 8LOOMIII'Q aA.DIN ROSa,. '!:,:j '6. UI In , a. ,......a •
l()n~ time wh('n ect. We c,,'\nnot .p"'...aktoo biJhly of it. the fact"lhat liDIANCE. • tlUd, Ent rank tn lhlS country
••.e 1~h.tI.le i.t ~ the ~Admlrabl. CoUKdoau IS suffICient to indicnte RADIANCE: is a IerdlinC Iro!"CAnRDI~' a brilliant .
our, hlrh oplntOft ~ IL WhC'revr:r fine Rosea an: crown or n hard)', aumine, displayinr; beautiful. rich and opaline~' ink tiotl Jn7...;;:~f.i~~r.l:'::i'nc .R.osc::IS wanted. lhe Wblte Maman Cceber opm Gowcr; the Iorm •• fine. LUlcst siu and run. witb copped

P . I pl. 60c "S6 00 cSo& ld . ch petals. The bud is I_fie, brilli3nt. ",dinnt; the stems are Jon"
n~,. at ••.ee, "nc. - ~r .; SIze, 4Oc.e.a ,$41.00 buds an"- Rowc,. borne tTt"CL on the dronl stems, the lotialt' If,

per d-u .• Jd IPU, 15c. each. '"SO pet 60s. . abundant and of apl~id substance. a d.n.rk. healthy Ifft1l. ~t"0.J. waw RARDT Ina·8LOOJOftO ao ••• Thll macruficcnt va· blooms co':lsl&nlly, &hlhtluJl)' fm~nt and i. 10 healthy that It
WM. R. SMITH.; rit:ly is an .American. may be ••.•d ~ be immune ar;!linst disc."15e. Adrl to these qualit!CS

raised, pOOllrtt eecd- that of hardlMU and VlJOR"IU$ rowth. then the Crund quahties

~::~'.1:U~:~'!:!:c!:'trd~~~~~t:~~fi:::'n~b~":.:!li~=~ of ~~::c::tlc~'::.~~iS~·:;!;r (tot.: 2daiu SOc. each, IS.OO
i. (hflt..:-ult. to CfUVh.WJ'-Cthe lr:ulinJ: one, hut. in thill yariety .••re per dor..; 3d siu. JOe. neb, $3.00 per dot. •
__·t.)I1Mft!unc its abililY to resillt. disease. The color is • deep IVOry
••.hire evert ...•id with a &00"1,hcit::htlhade of pink. AI. summer Rose 110.... III" BARDT Ena· Of nil the Roses which "8 have in-
"'.1: predict it. wilt rrmk wilh the best il not actually lurp,"1S11them, 8LOOMINO •• 0 "OSI. trooJuCCfIIor yean there is none •.hich

J'riee, ht ~iz:e, 7Sc. CQch.$7.~O per doz.; 2d 11z.e,SOc. each, $".$0 CARDIN A.L h.u measured up better to the ideal
Ik"f"do•. ; :)'J siu, ~ each, '2.00 per duz, • .tan(L'lN Uma thi.. lIabit and bloom

One oIlh best 01 he an! beyond criticism. "C'.ar.liR3I'· is a k'CdlinC 01 "Liberty" by~
110..•. MME. EUGBNE MARLITT. Ref \ beidieed with an unnamedcanni~ 1ttd1inr in the thin! reneralion.
den (MJ Hi. e:ltct'fltionaUyhullhy, '" noC:=af1t~ bl.!:.~ It hu :.mply 'ult;lI~d ~. promise 01 bcinl ~ most yaluable red
inlt. T'1:ik;wen. are llu~, YC douhle anl lull. The color is a ~"., for, the: "Oln:Sen.tn the ~rdy, eve:r.bloo.n:',nc dau. CoJor, a
rich. bri.:ht c:ltminc.with R(iltil tune, and does not Inde or Llc"1("h OC"bcarthnot.l.f!d. fa. very .tron, crowcr With a superb ftowcr.
in t,h~ hoUnt, .•.mthcr. n is quite Mniy aOO d~ilhllully (mlrant. ~~",~ni: ~"~t!~~n!(;:,.: :h·ei!~T::UChlfha~ ti.c~ ~!r:
lC:~'''~ '!i:~~ e:~ S:ioc;crr.r~ ~d UU, 4Oc. each, $-j.OO ~r{n:t. durine the heated tcrm; th~ h<'nlth .nd yieor 01 the plant

J ". ..,. JM': • ., rnable It ~ produtt ftowen oonst..antly durine the enlirt! seamn. Yic
1'0. I. JUW RTJUD...:r&4 tOSa. ThIS rlWld vanet)' II. new teed· hAYCleeeJVed b'lhdreds of tatimoni.'lls (rom purchasers. attestJ.nc:

MY MARYLAND. ~m'i~bbet.:~~J'::t ~":i',~.ll~;~.ill/ri:,dl~lu::!~,n6Oc.each. $6.00 rer do•. : 2d uu 40e. each. ~,OO
p:uticuL't,ly 'or winkl" fcucirsC. yet raUcd by him. The rolur i. per doa..; 3d siu. lOc. e.ch. 52.00 pn do.. '

SPECIAL OFFER. • •.•e. 0' TU. -ADIII.A.LI" C:OUICT10JIII 0' alGRT H.anf 1".·.1.0011&1 ••0 aosas. naSf SIlK. ,'.00.
•• eOIlD SIll, a,.oel tmaD alla. ".'0.

UNKNOWN CHINAS SHOW-PRIZES
Gregg Grant, Extension Horticulturist, San Antonio,

is a loyal Texas Rose Rustler and supplied five unknown
china roses, well rooted, as prizes to the top show
winners at our Rose Show at Mercer Arboretum. He hopes
the receipients will successfully grow and help identify
the varieties. All have been found in this area of Te~as.

At the Symposium Greg told us more about his search
for liThe San Antonio Rose". He was assigned the work of
listing the roses in San Antonio to determine their value
as landscape shrubs. He made an appeal via news media
for the oldest rose. Entries flooded in near and far and
businesses offered a $500 prize for the oldest everbloom-
ing and $250· for the oldest rose. These have not yet been
selected. Mrs. Dudly Cross is the most common, Cramoise
Superieur the 2nd, and Green Rose is 3rd. A pink Bourbon-
China 100 yrs old is the leader, with a 99 year old La
Marne runner-up, and Old Blush the leading bloomer, so far.
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NEWS ACCOUNT OF OUR
NOVEMBER ROSE RUSTLE

True to her word, Ink Mendelson
did write us up and it was printed
in the news media! Ink was a guest
at our November 1987 Rustl e that
saw some of us going to Brenham
and some of us to Weimar. She and
her photographer from the Smithson-
ian News Service went with the
group to Weimar.

The Houston Chronicle Magazine
section of Sunday, July 3, 1988,
featured a two page account by
Ihk and photos by Suzanne O'Connell
that truly were accurate - complete
with our own Pam Puryear wearing
her fat hat and ho1di ng It·1aggie".
If you missed this one go to the
library and look it up! You'll
love the whole thing!

Someone should keep a scrtP
book of our history. It would make
wonderful nostalgia in future Rose
Symposiums or Rustles. He truly
thank Ink for her fine article and
hope she can return sometime in
the near future to join us in our
exciting rose rustle adventures.
THANKS, INK!

HER ITAGE ROSES
ROSE LETTER

~tord from Mitzi VanSant is
that she is in England again this
summer with some UT students. She
will return August 20th and start
on a new full time job two days
later! But she assures us that
she will have the HERITAGE ROSES
Rose Letter in the mail soon after
her return.

You will recall that Mitzi
went to England last summer with a
group of UT students. She visited
some beautiful rose gardens and
came back with great pictures and
accounts. We look forward to her
return and are hoping she is having
an ~ven greater tour this summer
than she had in '87!



Ro se s of the "WellS of the Roses"
The English civil W2,rs fought between 1455 and 1485 were known as the wars of the

roses because· the rival sides chose roses of different colors as their respective emblems.
The Yorkists chose a white rose and the Lancasters chose a red rose. While there is some
dispute about the actual varieties Gposen, the white Alba, Maxima, became known as the
White Rose of York while the dark pink Apothecary Rose became known as the Red'Rose of
Lancaster. Eventually the House or Lancaster prevaLl.edand Henry Tudor became ktngyof
England as Henry VII. He married princess Elizabeth of York and started the Tudor line
of English monarchs. As a symbol of reconciliation between the two houses, a pink a~d
white rose that became known as the York and Lancaster was chosen as the national emblem
of England. All of these roses are still available and they grow well in Texas gardens.
They are worthwhile growing for their own merits and they make an interesting historical
collection. They bloom only in the spring and have somewhat differing periods and duration
of bloom, but they ordinarilly are in bloom simultaneously for about a month each spring.

The Red Rose of Lancaster (Apothecary Rose), Gallica,
was once widely grown lor attar of roses and potpourri
because its fragrance,,~ays in the petals after th'eydry.
Blossoms are-about 2 to 3 inches across, semi double, '~~,,~~~~
rose pLnk in coLcr and have t..:ightyellow stamens. The)',c.....,.,-r,
appear in clusters of 2 to 4 flowers on long stems and
are similar in appearance to the Hybrid Musk, Vanity. ~~
Foliage is light green in color and bushes are 3 to 4 _71_,_ ••_
feet high. This rose is somewhat blackspot prone and
benefits from a regular spraying program. In the Gulf
Coast area this rose begins blooming in early to mid
April and continues for 4 to 6 weeks. It is a good
show rose and has won the Dowager Queen Award at the
Houston Rose Show as well as in other shows.

The White Rose of York,Alba, is a towering 6 to 8 foot bush
which blossoms all along the canes. Flowers are loosely double,
white and have a strong damask fragrance. They appear in small
clusters beginning in late March or early,April along the Gulf
Coast and the period of bloom lasts about 6 weeks. The blooms
are about 2 inches across and bloom successively ,in each cluster.
In common with many white roses they are thrip prone ~n.drequire
protection. ,The bush is tall, with a tendency to sprawl, and doe
best when it has a fence or wall to support it. The bush is fair
disease resistant but will develop blackspot if neglected. Foliag

White is grey green in color with large, rough edged leaves. While it
Rose is not a show rose, it is an effective garden rose that makes a
of York tall hedge.

York and Lancaster (Rosa damascena versicolor),
Damask, is a 5 to 6 foot bush that 'bears clusters of
2 inch flowers all along the canes. The flowers vary
in color, with some being cream white in colors, some
pink in color and some having a mixture of white and
pink petals. They bloom in succession in the clusters
and have an intense damask fragrance. This is one of
the first roses to bloom in the spring and blooms for
a long period. In the Houston area, it begins blooming
in early February and continues until May. Foliage is
light green in color and leaves are large with rough
edges. This rose is susceptible to blackspot and
regular spraying is recommended. This·rose benefits
from hard pruning after it blooms every few years, to
stimulate th-egrowt.htof new canes.
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York and
Lancaster

Roy Morgan, Houston.



A~te Rosen und Gedichte, Lotte Gunthart,
Zurich: Gese11schraft Schweizerischer Rosen-
freunde, 1968. Illustrated by Lotte Gunthart.
This is an anthology of prose and verse on the
subject of the Rose and all the best authors
are represented, in German, untranslated. Now,
to the illustrations: everyone of which is
enough to stimulate mightily the sin of greed.
And then there are the plates.
Devoniensis - lovely but very pink and Devon-
iensis is a rich vani1la-icecream color nor
does the form remind me 'of this old fav~rite
of nostalgic Southerners. What could Frau
Gunthart been looking at?

,Rosa moyesii - again, much too pink~ This
species is noted for it':s &2Fgeous color and
has been much hybridized o'Iithat account· '
Rosa can ina - ju st right. '
KHnigin von Danemark - the color of the floom
is perhaps a little strong, but that of the
leaves is correct and the drawing is above
criticism.
Agnes- a rugosa, not so well known in this
country and, unexpectedly, it is yellow,
shaded ..gold, copper, pink, flame, and apricot;
Frau Gun~hart makes it look good enough to eat.
Rosa serlcea pterancantha - Frau Gunthart feat-
ures the large, intensely red, and voluptuously
curved thorns for which this species is prim-
arily grown, I've never seen it and cannot
comment.
Rosa spinosissima one of the most beautiful of
the species; silvery white with a large boss
of golden stamens and finely cut, fern-like
foliage;
Charles de Mills - not at all a good red but
the bud s and leaves are exac tly present ed ;
Pompon de Bourgoyne - a charmer that looks like
it was invented by Boucher or Fragonard, this
is one of the little roses people swoon over~
The blossoms are much the size of Cecile .
Brunner, though not so elegant in form and a
thought deeper in color.
Variegata di Bologna -'couldn't be prettier, in
a flashy sort of way, but the red markings seem
rather too bold ~ I remember a more modest beauty.
Chapeau de Napoleon - the rcoLor t Lstodd , even
unpleasant, but the leaves, stems and buds are
shown to great advantage.
Mme! Hardy - inspired.
Mme. Caroline Te~tout- exquisite but the color
is too subtle, I think; this could almost be a
por trai t of Mr s. Char Les Bell, a sport of
Radiance, if I remember correctly, and very
popular here in years past~ I always liked its
curious ashes-of-roses tint.
Comtesse Vandal - not so old a rose but a favor~
ite along the Gulf Coast between the wars and,

All of those old roses growing in country
gardens - I think of Mrs ~,Rainey whenever I
come upon their names in the market bulletins~
Th ~ . t "e 'S1S er rose must be the old multiflora
called the Seven Sisters because the white
buds open into pink flowers and fade to tones
of ~iolet, so there are seven colors in a
single cl.ust er . There's no telling what will
turn up as "the Old Bermuda Rose" or the
"Fl ld R d II b "ora a eRose, ut Louis Philippe" is a
well known China rose found in every dooryard.
The "old timey bur rose" is the little spread-
ing shrub with small leaves and double rose
colored flowers that is grown in gardens all
over the South~ My Aunt Letty brought it to
us from an old place in Virginia. She called
it the chinquapin rose.' Now, in some devious
way, it has become Rosa roxburghii. The old
noisette, Marechal' Niel, is sometimes adver-
tised as "the old timey yellow running rose

" 'Marshal Neal. (In the South, a running rose
is not one that runs; it is one that climbs.)
In the market bulletin there are names not to
be found in catalogues: the white "Co rona t Lon
Rose", the "Lady-of-the-Lake", and "the old
fashioned Betsy Rose, that blooms all summer."
I wish I had room to grow them all.
Elizabeth Lawrence, Gardening for Love: The

Market Bulletins,119rr-

it was worth every attention~
Mme. Pierre Oger - in this design, Frau
G~nthart challenges Redoute on his own turf.
Nothing in modern illustration is finer than
this 'a little is half as good;

- J. Conrad Tips
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USING WILLOW WATER
Since willow trees root easiest ~f all flora,
there must be a substance in their say that
promotes this. Still not isolated', rizocaline
is actually three or four different unknown
compounds. We earlier read of people using
willo~ tea to encourage rose cutting to root
quickly and, upon investigation, learned that
there is truly scientific evidence that has
been advanced that this is not just another
old wives' tale - it does work, and for good
reasons. Some of us take the willow water
with us in tall containers and from our rose
cuttings in the water as soon as we collect
them. Others take them home and soak them
overnight before putting them into rooting
medium. Either way is g~od but we Texas
Rose Rustlers have a lot ~(j"f fun bringing our
"willow tea" along with us. We think we may.
get a little head start on next day planting.

To make this "tea", use ANY willow species.
Cut branches of current growth that is green
and supple and cut into 1 inch pieces, then
smash them with a hammer or cut them length-
wise. Boil a pot of water, remove from the
heat and add the willow glerp. Allow it to
steep, stirring occasionally. DO NOT BOIL THt
WILLOW PIECES~ When the mixture is cool it i
ready to use. Strain the water into a steril
jar or bottle to keep. Put rose cuttings in
the tea and cut the stem under water, not let
ting any air "plug" the sieve cells that take
water up into the plant. Allow to soak over-
night before placing in rooting medium. Ther
are many ways to root - send $2 to the OTR fo
the "Cuttings & Propagation" from earl ier
issues. Best cuttings are the size & length

-.of a pencil, 5 or more leaf joints and only
the top set of leaves remaining.
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