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A PASSION FOR GROWING

Greg Grant is a superstar of Texas plantsmen

By KATHY HUBER | GARDEN WRITER

T takes passion, rigorous trial and
error and a lot of coddling to bring
a worthy new plant to market.

To make it in the trade, a plant
must be showy and sell itself. It must
be easy to propagate, and it must fit
nursery production schedules to be sold
by the thousands.

“For every one that makes it, 100 plants g0
down the drain,” says seventh-generation Texan
Greg Grant, 48, one of the state’s hardest-working
plantsmen.

Grant’s w1tty, warmhearted lectures, his Texas

Gardener magazine columns and garden books
have inspired many a Lone Star gardener.

But perhaps his greater gift has been introduc-

ing scores of bulletproof plants, several of which
were major landscape changers.

‘‘OHN FANICK’
PHLOX: Greg Grant
found the hardy, light
pink garden phlox ina :
San Antonio garden and
named it for his friend,
beloved San Antonio
nurseryman John Fanick.

His ‘Gold Star’ esperanza, a flowering ma-
chine, shines in gardens everywhere. It’s one of
60 plants designated Texas Superstars — many of
which Grant introduced.

Grant brought ‘Blue Princess’ verbena to
Texas from England. He found the fragrant, long-
blooming ‘John Fanick’ phlox in a San Antonio
garden and ‘Lecompte’ vitex in a Louisiana yard.
‘VIP’ petunia is from a seed from a vigorous mini-
flowered petunia he found beside a pay toilet in
Germany.

“I’'m sort of a product of George Washington
Carver, who let God show him the new products
and ideas in front of him, and Luther Burbank,
who dreamed them up, then made them happen.

- William C. Welch taught me to share plants with

others, and Jerry Parsons got me hooked on intro-
ducing them to the nursery trade,” he said.

Grant lives in his great-grandparents’ restored
dogtrot cottage in Arcadia with no Internet or
Please see PLANTS, Page E5
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‘PAM PURYEAR’ TURK'S CAP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE E1
TV. He gets his entertain-
ment from his sugar cane
patch, a forest full of rare
trilliums and 100 bluebird
houses.

He’s loved plants, in-
sects and anything to do
with nature almost since
he was born. He was gar-
dening before first grade.
In the fourth grade, he
read about Carver and
decided he, too, wanted to
teach and practice horti-
culture.

“As a boy in East Texas,
1 should have been out
clubbing frogs,” Grant

‘PEPPERMINT FLARE
HIBISCUS

says. “There were no
other children gardeners

~around.”

After he graduated
from Texas A&M, his ca-
reer took him to the Texas
extension service, Lone
Star Growers and San
Antonio and Mercer bo-
tanical gardens. He’s now
a part-time research as-
sistant for garden outreach
at Stephen F. Austin State
' University in Nacogdo-
ches.

Grant tired of unsult-
able, “throwaway” plants
from Northern breeders
pretty early on and went

looking for better options
— plants that grow with-
out IV hookups in South-
ern gardens. Success, he
knows, encourages gar-
deners.

With his nose to the
ground, Grant has found
worthy new plants created
through open pollination
of bees and butterflies.
He’s developed some from
controlled crosses, as he
did with ‘Big Momma’ and
‘Pam Puryear’ turk’s cap.
And he’s discovered sports
(new plants created spon-
taneously on old ones),
such as ‘Marie Daly’ rose
and ‘Buttercream’ lantana.
‘Laura Bush’ petunia was
a spontaneotus cross in his
trials between ‘VIP’ and
old-fashioned petunias
from Welch.

“Greg is the greatest
Texas plantsman of com-
mercially important plants
identified during the past
30 years,” says Parsons,
who helped initiate the
Superstar program.

And there are more on.
the way. Three new Grant
plants are now in produc-
tion.

An extensive revision
of The Southern Heirloom
Garden, co-authored with
Welchin 1995, is due out
this spring.

Meanwhile, a Kindle-
only collection of Grant’s
magazine columns, In
Greg’s Garden: A Piney-
woods Perspective on Gar-
dening, Nature and Family,
is available at amazon.com
for $5.95.

Just don’t ask h1m~t0
read from it: He doesn’t
own the high-tech device.

kathy.huber@chron.com
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the National Geographic
Field Guide to the Birds of
North America. Don’t just
flip through it to glance

at the pictures. Read the
text, study the range maps
and read the introductory
material, which usually
offers a primer for birders.

To contact Lone Star
College Vice President Gary
Clark or photographer
Kathy Adams Clark, visit
their website at www.
texasbirder.net.
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the seed. This warm-season
annual flowers 50 days after
sowing.

Ball Horticultural Co.,
the company behind Wave
petunias and Simply Beau-
tiful plants, has added new
zinnias to its Zahara series.
I've been impressed with
the months of blooms and
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