
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
SSiinngguullaarrllyy  BBeeaauuttiiffuull  RRoosseess  

 
A Publication Dedicated to Single, 

Nearly Single, and Semi-Double Flowered Roses 
Volume 5, Issue 1 

Winter 2014 
 
 

Contents 
 

Time to Play ……………………….……………………………………………………...Page 2 
 

From the Editor ………………………………………………………………………….Page 10 
 

Sources, Contact Information, &  Thanks!………………….……………………………..Page 11 
 

‘Oso Easy Cherry Pie’ 

ARS Exhibition Name - ‘Candia Meillandecor’ 
Photo by Stephen Hoy 



Page 2 
 

Time to Play 
 

 One day in the early 1970’s fourth generation Scottish rose hybridizer, Alec Cocker (‘Alec’s Red,’ 

‘Silver Jubilee’), was browsing through his crop of new seedlings. Among them was one that must have really 

caught his eye. That nearly single-flowered rose, with orange and yellow petals occasionally brushed with 

scarlet, would become the patriarch of multiple generations of offspring. Its uniquely beautiful blooms would 

also revive interest in lightly petalled roses, a type much loved by British rosarians earlier in the century.  

 The new rose was eventually named ‘Cheerio’ for its bright cheerful-looking disposition. It was raised 

from a cross of ‘City of Leeds,’ a highly rated salmon colored Floribunda, with a proprietary seedling made by 

crossing ‘Chanelle,’ a pastel apricot shaded Floribunda, with ‘Picadilly,’ a gaudy scarlet and gold Hybrid Tea. 

Registered as a Floribunda, despite its tendency to occasionally arrive one-bloom-per-stem, it was entered in the 

Royal National Rose Society trials in c. 1973 winning a trial grounds certificate in 1975.   

 In 1976, the Aberdeen based headquarters of Cocker & Son, released ‘Cheerio’ into commerce. In its 

home country the rose never achieved the commercial success it eventually would across the ocean.  

At some point in the 1980’s it began to appear in the gardens of California rose growers with a new 

name, possibly because “Cheerio” was too close to the name of a brand owned by General Mills (Can you say 

Cheerios?). It was now known as ‘Playboy’ and prominent exhibitors quickly added it to their gardens. 

Reported results from the spring 1986 Pacific Southwest District Rose Show indicated that the exhibiting duo of 

“Tommy” Cairns & Luis Desamero won the Floribunda Spray and Three Floribunda Sprays classes with the 

new and still little-known cultivar.        

 ‘Playboy’ was made available to 

the general U.S. public at least as early as 

the ‘86/’87 Fred Edmunds catalog. It was 

listed with the following superlatives; “An 

absolutely sensational, eye-catching single 

. . . (p. 26).” Apparently it was available in 

very limited quantities as the description 

closed with the following admonition, 

ONE ONLY, PLEASE (ALL CAPS!!!).  

Further promotion of the great 

qualities of this new-to-America variety 

appeared in the January 1987 issue of The 

American Rose Society Magazine. In an 

article entitled “Tough Rules for Roses” 

Patty Howell, then president of the San 

Diego Rose Society wrote, “‘Playboy’… is 

probably the most spectacular rose in my 

garden. It’s a mass of color and quickly 

impresses judges at shows . . . I notice that 

it’s becoming more readily available 

around the country, and I’m glad of this, as 

those of us in the San Diego area who have 

it think it’s a great variety (p. 29).” Ms.  

           Howell didn’t know that ‘Playboy’ would  

           win a Gold Medal at the Portland Rose  

           Trials two years later going a long way  

           toward assuring its availability. 

         

 
 

‘Playboy’ 
 

Photo by Diane Snyder 
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At least one hybridizer thought enough of this 

sun-loving rose to have begun incorporating the 

Scottish Floribunda into his breeding program. As 

early as 1979 Ralph Moore used it as both a seed and 

pollen parent. An intriguing semi-double to double 

seedling germinated in 1980. When a patent was 

applied for in 1987 it was classed as a Miniature. The 

patent application stated that it was “characterized by 

an abundance of flowers usually borne in clusters of 

5-10 or more; its buds and flowers of pleasing form, 

the petals being a blend of red and yellow shades, 

essentially red on the top surface and yellow on the 

lower surface.” When finally released into commerce 

in 1988 the cultivar was named ‘Ralph’s Creeper.’ 

That year the Sequoia Nursery catalog advertised it as 

a unique new ground cover rose growing 18” tall and 

spreading to 5’ in width.   

  

A ‘Playboy’ x ‘Angel Face’ cross made by 

Ralph Moore in1980 produced a seedling whose 

color alone was sufficient to merit further evaluation. 

Variously described as pink/ lavender blend, heather 

violet, strong pink, and hot magenta pink, its color 

essentially defies description as well as most attempts 

to capture a realistic portrayal through the lens of a 

camera. Immediately, the rose invited comparisons to  

‘Playboy.’ In 1987 Moore filed a patent application in  

which he emphasized the abundance of flowers  

produced by the rose. It was released into commerce  

one year later named ‘Playgirl.’ The ‘92/’93 Weeks 

wholesale catalog gave ‘Playgirl’ this over-the-top 

description; “[This] counterpart of ‘Playboy’ is a 

raucous lady indeed. She shows off an endlessly 

explicit display of her bawdy single hot-pink flowers 

in large clusters (p. 35).” Although not quite as 

prolifically used in hybridizing programs as its 

Scottish seed parent, ‘Playgirl’ would generate a 

number of sports. 

  

Another 1980 seedling also caught Moore’s 

eye. This cross of ‘Playboy’ with Sam McGredy’s 

hand painted Floribunda ‘Old Master’ yielded satin 

textured, fluorescent orange-red blooms. Both 

prominent golden stamens and rich, semi-glossy 

green foliage provide a stunning contrast. The ruffled 

3-4” flowers are heat tolerant and frequently arrive 

one-bloom-per-stem. Named ‘Playtime’ the 

flamboyantly colored rose provides a dramatic spot 

of color in the garden. When released into commerce  

the Sequoia Nursery catalog advertised it as a colorful companion to ‘Playgirl.’  

‘Ralph’s Creeper’ 
1998 Sequoia Nursery Catalog 

‘Playgirl’ 
Photo by Elaine Pawlikowski 
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In the ‘90’s Arena Rose Company 

introduced a seedling of ‘Playgirl’ hybridized by 

Bill Wilke of Long Beach, California. In honor 

of the heritage of its parent and grandparent, Bill 

named the rose ‘Playfair.’ The elegant 

Floribunda produces large sprays of single white 

flowers that can be tinted pale lilac in cooler 

weather. In almost every respect it resembles its 

parent. Although a California rose originally, it 

can frequently be seen as well at rose shows here 

in the Deep South District.  

  

In the next two years sports of ‘Playgirl’ 

were found, one in California and one in Florida. 

In 1991 another California rose grower, Kitty 

Belendez, was out in her Santa Clarita garden 

one morning when she noticed a light pink 

bloom on her plant of ‘Playgirl.’ She took a 

cutting without removing the whole stem. Over 

the next several years she shared photos  

             of her sport with friends and in programs she  

                       presented throughout Southern California.  

             Although Kitty obtained the paperwork to  

             register the rose she put it off for several years. 

Finally, in 1997, the registration was completed 

and approved. She named her discovery, 

‘Puanani,’ after her granddaughter. Its Hawaiian 

name, translated “Beautiful Flower,” 

wonderfully describes this lovely rose.  One year 

later Marty and Elaine Pawlikowski discovered a 

similarly colored sport in their Florida garden. 

Theirs was named ‘Miss Ada,’ after Ada Alcott, 

a much loved member of the Deep South District 

rose community and promoter of Old Garden 

Roses. Both roses are several shades of pink, 

with a mother-of-pearl sheen frosting the petals.  

       

In 1993 accomplished exhibitors Paul and 

Charlotte Blankenship discovered a sport of 

‘Playgirl’ growing in their Augusta garden. The 

city of Augusta is split down the middle by the 

Georgia/South Carolina state line. Both the Deep 

South District and the Carolina District of the 

American Rose Society claim the rights to the 

Blankenships, but they manage to play both sides 

of the border quite well. The sport they found was a cool shade of pastel lavender highlighted by Midas gold 

stamens. Like the Southern gentleman he is Paul named it after his lovely wife, ‘Charlotte Ann,’ and in a nod to 

their Carolina friends chose Roses Unlimited in Laurens, South Carolina to introduce it in 1994. (Editor’s note - 

have you noticed that all three ‘Playgirl’ sports have female names?) 

 

‘Playtime’ 
Photo by Stephen Hoy 

‘Playfair’ 
2000 Arena Rose Co. Catalog 
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Back in Visalia, California Ralph Moore had gone back to the ‘Playboy’ gene pool again, this time 

crossing his yellow Miniature ‘Sequoia Gold’ with ‘Playboy.’ The result, introduced in 1997, was ‘Playgold,’ a 

virtual “miniature” replica of ‘Playboy.’ It would become an American Rose Society Award of Excellence 

winner one year later.   

  

‘Puanani’ 
Photo by Kathy Strong 

‘Miss Ada’ 
Photo by Elaine Pawlikowski 

‘Playgold’ 
Photo by Stephen Hoy 

‘Charlotte Ann’ 
Photo by Paul Blankenship 
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A “few” miles to the south in Pomona, 

California Week’s Roses’ very successful 

hybridizer Tom Carruth was using ‘Playboy’ 

to create one very unique rose and another that 

may be the most prolific flowering rose in my 

garden.  The first, ‘Flutterbye,’ resulted from a 

fairly complicated genetic background; 

‘Playboy’ x ((‘Zorina’ x [R. soulieana x 

‘Europeana’]) x ‘Sunsprite’).  The genetic 

influence of R. soulieana, an extremely tall 

growing species rose native to western China, 

can be seen in the tremendous vigor 

demonstrated by ‘Flutterbye.’ Although 

registered as a Shrub (1996) you’d be advised 

to treat it as a climber. The color of its blooms, 

which arrive in huge clusters, begin yellow 

and blush to tangerine, pink, and coral. 

Another attribute – you can almost see your 

refection in glossy green foliage. I recall a 

memorable exhibit shown by the previously 

mentioned Blankenships that on paper will 

sound like an extremely unlikely pairing. Their  

award-winning entry was a vase full of multiple  

sprays of ‘Flutterbye’ and ‘Purple Tiger!’ You  

just had to see it.  

 

To any lover of single-flowered roses 

the introduction of this next cultivar in 1999 

prompted a “Wow!” I have some vague 

memories of watching black and white 

cartoons at my grandparents’ home that even 

in the ‘60’s were quite old. Betty Boop, the 

“Boop-boop-be-doop” girl, was a sometimes 

controversial flirtatious little mini-skirted 

character with a 1920’s flapper “do.” ‘Betty 

Boop,’ the rose, is a perpetual flowering 

bloom machine. Its ten to twelve petals are 

predominantly white bordered by wide band of 

fire-engine red. The effect is made even more 

spectacular by a glint of gold at the base of 

each broad petal. AND it’s fragrant! I 

purchased a young plant of ‘Betty Boop’ 

grafted on R. fortuniana a number of years 

ago. It’s now 5’ x 5’ and, 

as mentioned before, never 

without a canopy of 

blooms. Tom has created 

 many, many outstanding  

roses but this is one of my  

favorites.           

‘Betty Boop’ 
Photo by Stephen Hoy 

‘Flutterbye’ 
Photo by May Kald 
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After Alec Cocker’s death in 1977 Mrs. Anne 

Cocker made sure the business carried on. A 

look at their website will reveal that beautiful 

roses bred by son Alec continue to be 

introduced every year. In 2002 a new was 

from the breeding bench of their good friend 

Jack Harkness, a crimson red Patio rose 

named ‘Drummer Boy.’ One of their own 

classic roses, now interestingly referred to as 

‘Playboy,’ provided the pollen. The 

inspiration for its name bears telling. 

Clarinda was the pseudonym of a beautiful 

young woman with whom the great Scottish 

poet and songwriter Robert Burns had fallen 

in love. Despite having been shamefully 

abandoned by her husband she remained true 

to her marriage vows and she and  

          Robert were left to express their love in  

          words only. She became, in their private  

          correspondence, his Clarinda, and the  

inspiration for at least one of his songs, “Ae Fond Kiss” and possibly, “My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose.” 

 

     Fare thee weel, thou first and fairest, fare thee weel, thou best and dearest! 
Thine be ilka [every] joy and treasure, peace, enjoyment, love, and pleasure! 

 

 In the late 90’s Ralph Moore did some work with Dr. Robert Basye’s thornless, medium pink hybrid 

named ‘Bayse’s Legacy.’ Two seedlings were released into commerce - ‘My Stars’ in 2005 and ‘Gina’s Rose’ 

in 2006, both having the same parentage – ‘Playboy’ x ‘Basye’s Legacy.’ The former is semi-double with rose-

red to cherry shaded blooms, a glowing yellow to white center, and yellow stamens. The colorful petals of this 

thornless variety have a distinctive white reverse. Its glossy foliage is very healthy on both coasts. The second 

of the two, ‘Gina’s Rose,’ is a unique color. 

Here in my garden the bicolored single flowered 

blooms have a raspberry red tint wonderfully 

contrasted by a deep yellow halo. Nice sprays of 

three or more flowers arrive all through the 

growing season. ‘Gina’s Rose’ is similarly 

thornless and also very healthy. A third seedling 

with the same parentage was never released into 

commerce but was gifted to friends for use in 

their hybridizing programs. Referred to as 

‘Playbasye’ on HMF it is a darker shade of red 

than the two preceding varieties. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

‘My Stars’ 
Photo by Paul Barden 

‘Clarinda’ 
Shootgardening.com 
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Another ‘Playboy’ seedling from Ralph Moore was 

introduced in 2006. ‘Irene Marie’ (‘Golden Gardens’ x 

‘Playboy’) has yellow and orange nearly single blooms, 

virtually identical to its pollen parent. The nearly thornless 

plant grows to 4’ or more depending on growing conditions 

and flowers prolifically. HMF reports that it was named for a 

long-time friend of Ralph Moore, Irene Marie Lindsey, who 

shared her skill as a gifted photographer with Sequoia 

Nursery. 

  

 

During the same time frame amateur hybridizer 

Michael Garhart, a South Dakota native now living in  

Oregon, crossed the dark red semi-double ‘H. C. Anderson’ 

with ‘Playboy.’ The resulting seedling, ‘Shadow Ninja,’ 

registered in 2008, is an orange-red semi-double Floribunda. 

The color ranges from coral orange to scarlet to red-orange 

with russet tones making the rose very difficult to accurately 

photograph. Depending on the weather its wavy petals can 

have a dark almost black margin. The plant is upright  

growing, often produces very large sprays, and is quite 

healthy.  

  

 

 
P
a
g
e
 
9 

 

Clockwise from upper left: 
   ‘Gina’s Rose’ – Photo by Stephen Hoy 

     ‘Playbasye’ – Photo by Robert Rippetoe 

       ‘Irene Marie’ – Photo by Kathy Strong 
         ‘Shadow Ninja’ – Photo by Robert Rippetoe 
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My great rose friends Pat Henry and Bill 

Patterson of Roses Unlimited discovered a sport of 

‘Playboy’ in 2008. It was registered one year later and 

named ‘Will Henry’ after Pat’s grandson. The 

watercolor technique referred to as a “graded wash” is 

a great way to describe the blend of colors seen in this 

very novel Floribunda. Beginning with a shade of 

coral on the petal edges, a blend of paler oranges and 

yellow lighten as they travel toward the bright yellow 

stamens – an artist’s pallet of colors. 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The variety of roses that one has to choose from at present is a little like picking a flavor at Baskin-

Robbins. Some people like vanilla in a cup. Some like pistachio on a sugar cone (my favorite since I was ten 

years old). It’s why there are dozens of flavors. Like some flavors of ice cream, ‘Playboy’ and its descendants 

may not be for everybody or for every climate. To my “taste” they have the flavor of “More, please.”  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Will  Henry’ 
Photo by Stephen Hoy 



 
Page 10 

 
From the Editor 
 

After a mild winter last year this winter has been one of record setting low temperatures here in Middle 

Georgia. We actually had a thirty-six hour period of below freezing temps (I hear mocking laughter from some 

of you). Here in Georgia schools close because it might snow. I’m keeping an eye on my roses grafted on R. 

fortuniana.  

I’d like to recommend several rose related books I just acquired. The first was recently published, has 

incredible photos, and is a fantastic read. Written by Michael Shoup of the Antique Rose Emporium, Empress of 

the Garden is a feast of color and facts. The roses featured are organized into wonderfully descriptive 

classifications:  “Reliable Showgirls,” “Tenacious Tomboys,” “Petulant Divas,” “Drama Queens,” etc. Michael 

has definitely mastered the craft of painting with words. The second is entitled, Roses at the Cape of Good 

Hope, written by Gwen Fagan. Highlighted are rose varieties grown from 1657 through 1910 in the 

climactically hostile environment of the southern tip of the African continent. Obviously focused on Old Garden 

Roses, the vast majority of the specimen photographs are actual size. I was made aware of this book at the 

recent Heritage Rose Foundation Conference in Lakeland, Florida. During the Saturday evening fund-raising 

auction, a signed, first edition of this book went for over $300! I was out at $60, later found it on Amazon, 

unsigned of course.  

 On January 23
rd

 I celebrated the ten-year anniversary of my liver transplant – a great milestone! I am 

alive because of the love and support of many, many people. A very special “Thank you!” has to go to the 

family that offered the gift of organ donation. If you are not currently an organ donor I would encourage you to 

inform yourself and your family about the facts. There are many fears and misconceptions that need to be 

dispelled. Please feel free to contact me with questions.  

In light of my celebration, I’d like to share a poem written by Howard Thurman, a noted African 

American preacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TThhee  SSiinnggiinngg  ooff  AAnnggeellss  
 

There must be always remaining in every man’s life some place for the singing of angels – 
some place for that which is in itself is breathlessly beautiful and 

by an inherent prerogative, throwing all the rest of life into a new and creative relatedness – 
something that gathers up in itself all the freshets of experience from drab and 

commonplace areas of living and glows in one bright light of penetrating beauty and meaning – 
then passes. 

The commonplace is shot through with new glory – old burdens become lighter, 
deep and ancient wounds lose much of their old, old hurting. 
A crown is placed over our heads that for the rest of our life 

we are trying to grow tall enough to wear. 
Despite all the crassness of life, despite all the hardness of life, 

despite all of the harsh discords of life, 
life is saved by the singing of angels. 
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Sources: 
‘Playboy’ – too many to list! 

‘Ralph’s Creeper’ – Burlington Roses, Heirloom Roses, Inc., Two Sisters Roses 

‘Playgirl’ – Angel Gardens, Burlington Roses, Cool Roses, Heirloom Roses, Inc., K & M Roses, Rogue  

         Valley Roses, Roses Unlimited  

‘Playtime’ – formerly listed by Rogue Valley Roses – not currently available it seems. 

‘Playfair’ – Roses Unlimited  

‘Puanani’ – doesn’t appear to be commercially available 

‘Miss Ada’ – Roses Unlimited 

‘Charlotte Ann’ – Roses Unlimited 

‘Playgold’ – Pickering Roses (their website says they are shipping to the US this year), Hortico Roses 

‘Clarinda’ – not available in the US; Cocker & Sons and Harkness in the United Kingdom 

‘Flutterbye’ – Angel Gardens, retailers that sell Week’s Roses, Roses Unlimited  

‘Betty Boop’ – too many to list! 

‘My Stars’ – no U.S. nurseries selling this variety 

‘Gina’s Rose’ – Heirloom Roses, Inc. 

‘Irene Marie’ – Burlington Roses 

‘Shadow Ninja’ – not available commercially (yet?) 

 

Websites: 
Angel Gardens – www.angelgardens.com 

Burlington Roses – www.burlingtonroses.com 

Cool Roses – www.CoolRoses.com 

Heirloom Roses, Inc. – www.heirloomroses.com 

Hortico Roses – www.horticoroses.com 

K & M Roses – www.kandmroses.com 

Pickering Nurseries, Inc. – www.pickeringnurseries.com 

Rogue Valley Roses – www.roguevalleyroses.com 

Roses Unlimited – www.rosesunlimitedownroot.com 

Two Sisters Roses – www.twosistersroses.com 

 

Thanks! 
In addition to promoting single-flowered roses, one of the goals of this newsletter is to feature 

outstanding photographic images of those roses. Let me express my gratitude to the gracious folks who have 

kindly given me permission to use their outstanding pictures:  Diane Snyder, Elaine Pawlikowski, Paul 

Blankenship, Kathy Strong, May Kald, Paul Barden, and Robert Rippetoe.  

   

       
 
 

http://www.angelgardens.com/
http://www.burlingtonroses.com/
http://www.coolroses.com/
http://www.heirloomroses.com/
http://www.horticoroses.com/
http://www.kandmroses.com/
http://www.pickeringnurseries.com/
http://www.roguevalleyroses.com/
http://www.rosesunlimitedownroot.com/
http://www.twosistersroses.com/

