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Thank gou, Thank you, Thank you
all!

As | stated the night all our officers were sworn
in, our presence as a viable strong Rose Society is
due to you, our members, who have through the
years been loyal, hard working, conscientious, and
consistently keeping our Society going. | really
appreciate this effort as | know | have not been
able to attend all our outside activities; garden
tours, sales, and exhibits due to my traveling so
much to speak around the country.

Program costs are high. We enjoyed Stephen
Scanniello and Carolyn Derouen. The NOOGRS
will work to increase fundraising but also reduce
costs. For example, local speakers are less expensive as we are not paying airline transportation. Program
suggestions are always welcome.

Landscape Everything is really coming up roses as | have received a yes response from Helga Brichet, a Renown
Architecture........... 4 World Rosarian. She is traveling around the globe; Australia, China, Japan, South Africa to name a few
countries being visited. Helga is the Past President of the World Federation of Roses. Please note, her
garden is the primary focus of the Italian rose garden tour with Leo Watermeier in May, 2014 (see emails
and note on page 3. We will have a special meeting on March 26, a Wednesday at 7PM to hear Helga speak
of her ltalian Garden, many roses, and travels. Please mark your calendars. This talk is a special treat!
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Sanchez’s website...... 5 This past week, | represented the New Orleans Old Garden Rose Society at the Gulf District Winter
Workshop in Natchez, Mississippi. | was the moderator for the Saturday morning sessions. We were
Poem by Mrs. R. M. pleased that Leo Watermelier presented a program on “The Old Garden Rose Collection at Armstrong

. . Park”. He included the Cabrini Park and several other parks where growing roses represent significance to
Minchinton..........5  oid rosesin New Orleans. His presentation was well received. Although probably not next year because

Mardi Gras is so early; the Gulf District Workshop will be held in New Orleans.

ini den. . 6
Cane ool Dtease ats semenber becanse of Wardi Gras on Wanch 4k, we witl wect on Manch 11

ARS Gulf District Heritage Rose Foundation (http://www.heritagerosefoundation.org) will be holding its annual confer-

Workshop report....7 ence in New Orleans, November 13-16, 2014 at the Maison Dupuy (1001 Toulouse, New Orleans, LA
70112) in the French Quarter. Itis very close to Armstrong Park, where we are displaying our success
with old roses. Volunteers are being requested from the NOOGRS members for particularly November

Green Manure........ ) 15%. We will need help at the registration desk, in the meeting rooms, and assisting with tours. Any activ-

ity suggestions can be sent to me to incorporate into the program (peggyrosemartin@eatel.net).
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The Roses of Armstrong Park ........

Louis Armstrong Park is home to one of the largest
and most beautiful collections of old roses in this
country. It features varieties that do best in the warm
humid climate of New Orleans — Teas, Chinas,
Noisettes, Tea-Noisettes, and Bourbons. There are
presently about 175 different roses. With 8 new Tea
roses being added this winter.

Located just across the street from the French
Quarter on N. Rampart, the garden was established in
1992 through the efforts of Leo Watermeier, who was

then park manager, the New Orleans Old Garden Rose

Society (NOOGRS), and the Department of Parks and

Parkways. Maureen Detweiler created the original gar-

den design. The goal was to beautify the park while
preserving these mostly forgotten roses. Donation
came from members and famous rose nurseries.
The roses are integrated into the park’s landscap-
ing rather than set in a separate rose garden. Roses
are grown individually about 14 feet apart. These
plants are mulched with chips from the City’s tree

trimming crews. After the first year they are no longer
watered. Spraying and fertilizing are seldom provided.

The roses bloom through most of the year with
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peak spring bloom in March and April, and peak fall
bloom is October through early December. Winter
pruning is done between Christmas and Valentine’s
Day. In late August they are given a lighter pruning
to promote the fall bloom. The roses are maintained
entirely by volunteers, including Leo, who serves as
the garden’s curator and at garden 8-12 on Sundays.

Historically, hurricane weather has damaged this
garden several times. {n August 2005, the winds and
flooding of Hurricane Katrina killed about a dozen
roses. After each hurricane setback, the roses were
guickly replanted and today, like the city itself, the
rose garden has come back even better.

The garden is receiving greater recognition. In
June, 2010, three of the co-authors of the Australian

book “Tea Roses — Old Roses for Warm Gar-

dens” visited New Orleans during a book signing
tour of the United States and Europe. One author
later wrote that the visit to the park was “the high
point in a tour that had many...the roses are grown
exactly as they should be — with room to grow to
their full potential and show the world what won-
derful, healthy garden specimens they can be”.

In 2012, The Vieux Carre Commission presented
both the NOOGRS and Leo Watermeier with a Cer-
tificate of Recognition for Beautification for out-
standing work at the rose garden.

Spread information about this important collec-
tion of rare and historic roses to attract park visitors
and inspire them to plant old roses in their own gar-
dens. Garden is open 7 days a week from 8am until
dark. For more information, contact Leo Water-
meier at 504-529-2367 or leowatermeier@cox.net.
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7 f 2nd Tuesday) Brckiey,‘ “The Texas Rose‘Rustiers, ‘
. Then and Now.”
= March 14-15 St. Tammany Garden Show

& March 77 Rose Sale at Botanical Garden 9-ndon .

“ March = 26  Speaker: Hetga Brichet, former

: ~ President of World Federation of

- -~ Rose Societies

= April 1 TBA ' »

= April 2 Dr. Walsh speaking fundraiser for

» Ctty Park Botanical Garden ($45)

~ April 5.6  City Park Botanical Garden Show

" Aprii Il NOOGRS rose sale at Lakes;de
shoppmg center

September 2, October 7, & November 4 meetings
= QﬂObE? . t7-§9 2034 FaIIARS =Roses in the P!HEY Woods ‘ ﬂ Foce’ many private gardens
& November 13-16 Heritage Rose conventionin NOLA |
. December 2 Christmas party

2014 OFFICERS
President: Peggy Martin
Vice President: Margaret Ganier
Treasurer: Freny Thunthy
Financial Secretary: Margaret DeLord
Recording Secretary: Veronica Mueller
Historian: Leo Watermeier
Publicity Chair: Janet Angelico
Horticulture Chair: Valerie Tang

Nominating Committee: Judy McCloskey, Sylvia Versowski
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L] Leo Watermeier and Helga
Brichet, former president of
& the World Federation of

& Rose Societies, are
organizing a small group
rose tour to Italy May 16 -
24, 2014. Besides getting to
& see such famous gardens as
& Ninfa, Villa D’Este, and La

will also be visited,

o including Helga’s own

& garden in Umbria. The cost
B will be $2,500, not including
airfare to and from Rome.
To join the tour or for more
I information, contact:

& Leo Watermeier

£ 812 N. Rampart St.

(] New Orleans, LA 70116
504-529-2367 or 504-756-
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