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HERITAGE ROSE FOUNDATION GARDEN WILL BLOOM AT
THE AMERICAN ROSE CENTER
by Maureen Reed Detweiler

In 2004, the American Rose Society and the Heritage Rose Foundation entered into an “Agreement
of Mutual Interest.” ARS President Marilyn Wellan and then HRF President Michael Shoup pledged,
with approval of both boards of directors, “to work together in pursuit of the goals we share; to
collaborate, complement and enjoy the pleasures and pursuits we enter into by mutual consent.”

Now, the Heritage Rose Foundation, under the current president, Stephen Scanniello, has agreed to
adopt the garden of species and old garden roses at the American Rose Center. The HRF, established
in November 1986 as a non-profit group, is willing and able to offer the expertise and the means to
develop and oversee the garden and promises to bring it to its greatest potential. Scanniello, noted
author of books on roses, professional rose garden designer, and former director of the acclaimed
Cranford Rose Gardens at Brooklyn Botanical Garden, will serve as garden advisor.

Goals that have been set for the garden are as follows:

* The HRF Garden will become an excellent display garden, designed to provide a “tour through
rose history”;

* it will include all classes of old garden roses which do well in the region;
* the collection will be strengthened by the addition of important roses; and
* an educational guide will be written to accompany a HRF Garden tour.

“We anticipate it will be the site of demonstrations, hands-on activities and study, all of which will
be stimulating for American Rose Center visitors, the ARS and the HRF. An annual seminar at the
garden might be held in the future, perhaps with a national awards program to honor contributions to
the gardens and to the study of heritage roses,” Wellan said.

Charlotte Haring, curator of roses at the ARC, expressed her joy upon hearing this news: “It’s like a
dream come true. I am confident that under the direction and guidance of the HRF the garden will
flourish and become a showplace for old garden roses.”

Claude Graves, Chairman of the ARS Old Garden Rose and Shrub Committee, also was very pleased.
He said, “This is a great example of the symbiotic relationship that can result when like-minded
organizations work together. We are all very grateful to Marilyn Wellan for her vision and leadership.
She lead the way, and with great perseverance, brought it to fruition.”

—
OGR&S Journal Fall 2005 PAGE 1

o S e



BANKSIAE HYBRIDS,
A NEW BEGINNING
by Robert Neil Rippetoe

Editor’s note: The banksiae roses consist of
‘Rosa banmksiae”™ (white or yellow), ‘Rosa
banksiae bamksiae’ (white, double), ‘Rosa
banksige lutea’ (yellow, double), ‘Rosa
banksiae lutescens’ (yellow, single), and
‘Rosa banksiae normalis’ (white, single).

The banksiae roses were imported from
China to England in the early 1800s. The
commonly found garden forms are thought to
be ancient Chinese selections of the species.
They were named in honor of Lady Dorothea
Banks, wife of Sir Joseph Banks, the scientist
on Captain James Cook's expedition and the
founder of Kew Gardens. (See “Who was Sir
Joseph Banks?” on page 5.)

Banksiae roses are once-blooming, prickle-
free, totally evergreen in temperate climates
and possess elongated foliage. They are now
quite common throughout warmer regions of
the world. Individual specimens can grow to
enormous size given the right weather and
soil conditions. The Guinness Book of World
Records lists a ‘Rosa banksiae banksiae’
growing in Tombstone, AZ, as the world’s
largest rosebush. It covers more than 8,000
square feet and has a trunk approximately 12
feet in circumference.

Hybridizing banksiae roses is difficult. They
are tender, bloom earlier than most species,
and rarely accept pollen of any type, includ-
ing their own. However, there has been doc-
umented use of ‘Rosa banksiae’ in
hybridizing:

Dr. Attilio Ragionieri in Italy noted that the
forms he had occasionally set open pollinated
hips and so offered an opportunity for hybrid-
ization. His efforts were detailed in an article
published in Gardeners’ Chronicle, Aug. 2,
1924, entitled, “ ‘Rosa banksiae’ Hybrid ‘Di
Castello’ . ‘Di Castello’, still in commerce,
is a cross of (‘Rosa banksiae lutea’ x
‘Lamarque’). It’s interesting to note here that
Ragionieri utilized the double yellow form of
banksiae. First, there are those who theorize
that ‘Rosa banksiae lutea’ might be an an-

Rosa banksiae banksiae’

cient garden hybrid in its own right because
of the yellow color. Second, double forms of
species are more often less fertile than single-
flowered forms. Those attempting to utilize
this hybrid in breeding would hope for fertil-
ity as both parents being diploid should, ac-
cording to theory, produce fertile offspring.
This has not proven to be the case. No hy-
brids using this cultivar have been recorded.

Then Quinto Mansuino, of San Remo, Italy,
detailed in an article in the American Rose
Annual 45:15-18 (1960), entitled, “Breeding
Miniatures in San Remo.” Many - fertile
crosses were accomplished, as he states, “I
had more interesting results from the cross
(‘R. chinensis minima’ (‘“Tom Thumb’ var.)
X ‘R. banksiae lutescens’ ) and its reciprocal.
The series of hybrids obtained varies from
the dwarf ones of about 8 inches to the big
climbing ones; some thornless, all having
good ornamental foliage. The blooms are
white, in corymb, long lasting and very dec-
orative.”

At this time Mansuino was in contact with
American rose hybridizer Ralph Moore.
Conversations with Moore indicate that
while Mansuino’s hybrids were fertile, there
were problems with propagation. Apparently
these hybrids did not strike easily from cut-
tings and were not easily budded. This might

(continued on page 3)
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have added to their lack of popularity.

I suspect they were not considered unique
enough by the public to warrant wider distri-
bution despite their unusual parentage. Pho-
tos indicate these hybrids were attractive but
empbhasis at the time these hybrids were cre-
ated was on large-flowered hybrid teas. Man-
suino created a very popular florist’s rose,
‘Bride's White’, 1968. (It’s been theorized by
Kim Rupert that a banksiae rose might well
lie in its undocumented ancestry). And he is
best known for his creation ‘The Pearl’
(‘Tom Thumb’ x ‘R. banksiae lutescens’), a
sterile hybrid.

My interest in hybridizing with banksiae be-
gan in the 1980s when I was a young horti-
culture student. My conversations with Ralph
Moore on the subject led him to experiment
for a time with use of banksiae roses. Later
conversations revealed that he had aban-
doned the work due to lack of progress.
Having learned that a hybridizer of Moore’s
stature abandoned attempts, I gave up hopes
of working with banksiae roses on my own.
After that I was doing very little hybridizing
but continued to work in the horticulture
industry and began to collect roses, primarily
rare and old garden varieties.

Then, in the year 2000, I was contacted by a
hobbyist rose hybridizer, A.C. Tunningley, in
upstate New York, in regard to a source for
‘Grey Pearl’, a variety he had been seeking
for several years. I advised him that I had it
and he could get a specimen from Ralph
Moore’s Sequoia Nursery.

This began a dialogue regarding roses and
rose hybridizing that still continues. In one
of our many conversations I was surprised to
learn that he had done experiments with
crosses of (‘Rosa banksiae banksiae’ x ‘Old
Blush’) which had resulted in a handful of
seedlings, most of which were sickly and
eventually discarded. He had preserved one
unusually vigorous seedling that was now
taking up most of his 40-foot greenhouse
space. His pet name for his creation was
“The Monster.” Note that the banksiae rose
used here was of the same type listed as the
“World’s Largest Rose Bush.”

This hybrid was a very vigorous, once-
blooming, double, cerise rambler. Out of
appreciation for my advice regarding ‘Grey
Pearl’, he offered to send me pollen, even
though he had very little to share due to the
double nature of the blossoms. He had aban-
doned attempts at use of the pollen himself
due to lack of success. I was a bit incredu-
lous, but agreed to give it a try.

It was unfortunate that weather conditions in
the Palm Springs area where I garden had
already turned warm by the time I received
pollen from “The Monster” via pollen trans-
ferred to a cotton swab. I now know higher
temperatures sometimes aid in the creation of
disparate hybrids though they can reduce
overall fertility. I knew from my years of
collecting and experimentation in the area
that there was likely only one variety that
would accept pollen under these conditions.
It was fortunate that the californica hybrid
‘Lilac Charm’, though a tetraploid, was in
flower at the time. I dutifully emasculated the
blossoms and applied the pollen the next
morning. There were only four blossoms at
a stage for emasculation. So it was that these
four were utilized and labeled. Hips formed
and were allowed to mature, and seeds were
sown un-chilled in September. From about
20 seeds only one seedling emerged. When it
did flower, an unimpressive mauve single
appeared. I pretty much ignored it further as
it seemed hybridization was highly unlikely.
I preserved the seedling only out of interest
in its odd behavior. ~

As the weather began to cool that year, we
began to experience a flush of growth as is
normal for our climate. It was at that time
while studying my seedlings one morning I
came to the realization that this seedling was
indeed a new banksiac hybrid. The cooler
temperatures had initiated a flush of growth
that bore an unmistakable resemblance to the
elongated leaflets of banksiae roses. So it
was that the cross (‘Lilac Charm’ x (‘Rosa
banksiae banksiae’ x ‘Old Blush’)) was
eventually given the study name and eventu-
ally registered as ‘Lila Banks’ with the
American Rose Society. (continued on page 4)
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Some five years later I can now attest to the
fact that ‘Lila Banks’ is one of those horticul-
tural anomalies that occasionally occurs, a
fertile triploid. Not only is it a fertile triploid,
but a repeat-blooming shrub about 3 feet tall
and wide, a size derived from both ‘Old
Blush’ and ‘Lilac Charm’. It is hardly the
offspring one would expect from “The
World’s Largest Rose.” This cross could just
as easily have created a giant sterile triploid
rambler. In contrast to the hybrids created by
Mansuino, this variety strikes easily from
cuttings.

In reading about Mansuino’s attempts I noted
that he makes mention of the use of
‘Ophelia’, as he states, “T have the best re-
sults regarding the flower shape and the cut
qualities using the true teas and hybrid teas of
the ‘Ophelia’ offspring.” I do not grow
‘Ophelia’, but I do grow and had grown
seedlings of this rose’s purported parent,
‘Antoine Rivoire’. So it was that the cross
(“‘Antoine Rivoire’ x ‘Lila Banks)’ was made
and of the resulting seedlings one unmistak-
able hybrid was selected and given the name,
‘Riverbanks’, in 2005. This variety also
strikes easily from cuttings.

In 2005, the first open pollinated seedlings of
‘Lila Banks® were germinated. I had as-
sumed from earlier attempts that this variety
was seed sterile. Though hips do form on
occasion, they seem to appear only sporadi-
cally under cooler conditions. No hips
formed until approximately the third year of
growth. I am studying one of these seedlings
now. This does give one hope for future
utilization as seed parent.

‘Rosa banksiae’, like most roses indigenous
to temperate regions is diploid, that is pos-
sessing 14 chromosomes. Most modern
roses are tefraploid, possessing 28 chromo-
somes like roses found in Europe before
modern hybridization began to take place.
Crosses between these ploidy (the number of
chromosome sets in a cell) types usually
result in sterile triploid offspring or those of
limited fertility possessing 21 chromosomes.

Early in 2005 I contacted David Zlesak to see

if he would consider doing root tip squash
analysis of both ‘Lila Banks’® and
‘Riverbanks’ to determine ploidy using vi-
sual evidence offered through scanning elec-
tron microscope images. ‘Lila Banks’ was
determined to be triploid, possessing 21 chro-
mosomes. As ‘Antoine Rivoire’ is tetraploid,
the progeny of the offspring using ‘Lila
Banks’ pollen would be uncertain depending
upon what kind of pollen is being produced.
‘Riverbanks’ was also determined to be trip-
loid. One can assume from these findings
that at least in the case of ‘Riverbanks’, re-
duced diploid pollen from ’Lila Banks’ was
produced.

Further experimentation is warranted by use
of diploid seed parents to determine if pro-
duction of fully fertile diploid offspring is
possible using pollen of ‘Lila Banks’. It may
well be the case that a variety of pollen
ploidy types are being produced. David Zle-
sak has kindly offered to examine pollen of
both ‘Lila Banks’ and ‘Riverbanks’ to make
determination as to what pollen types are
being produced.

In 2005 ‘Lila Banks’ pollen was used in
many crosses using several garden varieties
as seed parent. Resulting seedlings will be
screened for fertility and future use in recip-
rocal  crosses using  ‘Riverbanks’.
‘Riverbanks’ shows promise as seed parent.
Several open pollinated hips are maturing at
this time. More experimentation using dip-
loid seed parents is warranted. Crosses in-
volving ‘Lila Banks’ and ‘Riverbanks’ as
seed parent should be possible, a back cross
using ‘Rosa banksiae lutea’ or ‘Rosa bank-
siae lutescens’ would be a future goal in
order to gain a greater percentage of banksiae
genes and extended color range in offspring.

Attempts to revive interest in Mansuino’s
work have begun in the United States by
importation of some lesser known hybrids
still preserved at the Fineschi Gardens in
Italy. It is my hope that these creations will
be taken up again by collectors and hybridiz-
ers. I recently recieved

(continued on page 5)
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