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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings,

As president of the American Rose Society, it is my great pleasure to introduce Maureen Detweiler, a member
of the ARS OIld Garden Rose and Shrub Committee, and now, more importantly, she has accepted appointment
as editor of the Old Garden Rose and Shrub Journal.

Maureen is a native of New Orleans, one of three founders of the highly successful New Orleans Old Garden
Rose Society, an outstanding writer and speaker on the subject of old garden roses. She is dedicated to the
preservation and conservation of OGRs and old rose gardens of New Orleans. She is also one of the founders
of the Tennessee Williams/ New Orleans Literary Festival, and serves on the board.

Conservation comes naturally to Maureen as she recently retired after seven years as chief conservator at the
New Orleans Notarial Archives Research Center. Among her recent projects was an effort to preserve the old
rose plantings threatened with destruction at Armstrong Park. She served as chairman of the Louisiana
Purchase Bicentennial Exhibit at the New Orleans Botanical Garden.

Maureen is multi-talented. According to her best friend, Charlotte Haring, she is an artist. She paints, she sews

wedding dresses and christening gowns for her family, she upholsters her own furniture, she is the “best cook
in the state,” often cooking for crowds, and her best gifts are her famous fig preserves and Louisiana navei
orange bread!

Upon her appointment, Maureen said, "I will be pleased and honored to serve as editor of the Old Garden Rose
and Shrub Journal. . . . Thank you for giving me the opportunity to bring my work (and play) with my beloved
old roses, which has brought me so much joy and so many wonderﬁll friends, to the natlonal level. I look
forward to this with great anticipation.. . . it is exactly the kind ' %
of volunteer work that I have always hoped to be able to do in
my retirement ... a dream come true.”

It is also a dream come true for ARS and OGR enthusiasts that
Maureen will be carrying the OGR banner for ARS through our
quarterly publication. It speaks well of our mission and our
work that we are able to gain the support of rosarians like
Maureen. The ARS Old Garden Rose and Shrub Committee is
fully engaged in ambitious and meaningful projects under the
leadership of Chairman Claude Graves. We are enjoying rela-
tionships with other OGR groups, who bring considerable ex-
pertise and knowledge to the efforts we are making.

To all: please support the OGR & § Journal with your ideas,
articles, important calendar dates, subscriptions, and tell your
friends about it. To Maureen: welcome aboard and good luck.
We look forward to receiving your first issue and many more to
follow.

Marilyn Wellan, President
American Rose Society

Photo by Charlotte Haring
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THE GULF DISTRICT DAVID AUSTIN
RESEARCH GARDEN
by Charlotte Haring

The Gulf District David Austin Research Gar-
den was planted at the American Rose Center in
Shreveport, LA, in early 2003. The garden is
devoted to the display and study of David Aus-
tin Roses. In order to determine the suitability
of the Austin roses for the hot, humid climate of
the Gulf South, their performance is closely
monitored and documented by members of the
research committee. Charlotte Haring serves as
the committee chairman.

The Gulf District Austin Garden is near the new
Klima Education and Visitor Center. It is oval-
shaped and measures 75 feet by 80 feet. It
contains nine beds planted with 167 rose plants
of 36 varieties in multiples of three to five. All
roses were donated by David Austin Roses
Limited. An asphalt path winds gracefully
around the curved beds. Gentle sounds can be
heard from the fountain in the 5-foot cast iron
sugar kettle which was donated by the Oktib-
beha Rose Society, Dr. Harold and Ida Hayden
and Pete and Charlotte Haring. Behind the gar-
den stand three 8-foot tall, white cypress pillars
planted with climbers that were donated by the
Baton Rouge Rose Society. Master Gardeners
and other volunteers spent many hours restoring
and refinishing the pillars. Other amenities in-
clude three iron pergolas and a 5-foot metal
“egg,” which were designed, built and donated
by a South Louisiana “Friend of the Garden.”

During the first year, the roses grew rapidly and
produced a heavy, healthy bloom count. The
second year’s growth and bloom left little doubt
they were achieving full maturity quickly. Prob-
lems recorded in the first two years were mostly
from deer and voles who found the Austin
plants irresistible. Moderate mildew and black-
spot were notfed at times on some plants, but
were not debilitating. Some pine trees have
subseguently been removed to allow more sun-

SOTn< 0N I roses.

David Austin’s goal was to produce roses with
the charm, fragrance and good health of old

roses, and the color range and useful bedding
qualities of modern roses. These qualities are
evident in the garden. In the committee’s prog-
ress report of July 2004, the following varieties
were judged to be outstanding with regard to
disease resistance, growth, bloom and fragrance:
1. ‘Tess of the d’Urbervilles’ - 80 to 100
blooms, excellent bright crimson coloring

2. ‘Benjamin Britten’ - 30 blooms, unusual
orange-red color, excellent growth

3. ‘Jude the Obscure’ - 15 blooms, overwhelm-
ingly the most fragrant, ranked excellent by
research committee members, a popular sell-out
at the American Rose Center spring and fall
festivals

4. ‘Heritage’ - 70 blooms, overall excellent
grower, healthy

In the Fall 2004, report, these were added to the
list of outstanding performers:

1. ‘Corvedale’ - a fall favorite of the chairman,
rose pink, cup-shaped blooms, musk fragrance
2. ‘Molineux’ - one of the best yellows

3. ‘Fair Bianca’ - pure white blooms in clusters,
easily recognized from a distance

4. ‘Glamis Castle’ - white with a hint of buff,
very floriferous

5. ‘Sharifa Asma’ - blush pink blooms, the
favorite of more than one researcher

6. ‘The Dark Lady’ - rich, dark crimson, very
large ruffly blooms, related to a rugosa

The American Rose Society is grateful for this
outstanding addition to the American Rose
Center. Future plans include the addition of two
perennial gardens to be planted beside the exist-
ing rose beds as well as the ongoing addition of
other varieties of David Austin Roses. Thus, the
dream of many to create this research garden to
document this information and to display these
beautiful, fragrant shrubs will be realized.
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RESOLVING THE CLASS WAR
by Claude Graves

In 1999 an event occurred at an American Rose
Society national board meeting that would eventu-
ally set off a wave of protest from members of the
old garden rose community as they gradually be-
came aware of it. That event was the vote to change
the longstanding traditional classification of many
popular old garden roses. The ARS says the
changes were made in response to a request from the
World Federation of Rose Societies, although it
appears now that perhaps the changes were not
wanted by the majority of recognized international
heritage rose experts.

In the past a rose was usually classified according to
how the hybridizer classified it or by how it was
classed in historical documents. The new changes
appear to be the result of the desire of a few in the
scientific community for a more botanically correct
nomenclature as opposed to the traditional, perhaps
“commercial” designations. There has been a long-
standing debate as to whether to determine the class
of a rose by growth habit versus parentage and
genetics. This whole subject is a very sticky wicket,
and good arguments can be made for both sides.
But, in general, the OGR growers of the world
appreciate the established and well known histori-
cal classification in spite of its sometimes horticul-
turally incorrect application.

Of the changes made, the one which seemed to get
the most rapid reaction by the OGR community was
the decision to drop the classification “rambler” and
replace it, in most cases, with hybrid wichurana or
hybrid multiflora. This did create quite a stir among
many old rose enthusiasts.

‘The classification of rambler had a lengthy history
and was a term used in thousands of rose books,
both modern and historical. The loss of this appro-
priate (from a growth habit standpoint) and roman-
tic traditional description was not easily accepted by
the lovers of old roses. There did develop a loud
and long outcry that still reverberates today to go
back to rambler as a class.

Nearly lost in all the gnashing of teeth over the
rambler issuec was another and equally unsettling
change which, until recently, was overshadowed by
the dominance of the rambler issue. With the publi-
cation of Modern Roses X1, it began to creep into the
awareness of casual, or perhaps not so dedicated,
old rose enthusiasts that the classification of many
of their favorite old roses had changed. The most
glaring change was the shifting of many china roses
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to hybrid china. Suddenly, many rosarians discov-
ered that their favorite chinas, including ‘Cramoisi
Superieur,” ‘Archduke Charles’ and ‘Hermosa,’
were now hybrid chinas (HCh), while some chinas,
such as-‘Ducher,’*Old Blush’ and ‘Louis Philippe,’
remained as chinas. To confuse the issue further,
recent issues of the ARS Handbook for Selecting
Roses list these latter three as HCh. There didn’t
seem to be any logic to this re-organization, and
confusion exists about what the revised classifica-
tion means and to which roses it applies.

The traditional term hybrid china referred to the
once-blooming first generation offspring resulting
from the cross of a china rose (an everblooming
rose from China or its everblooming descendants)
and a once-blooming European rose (gallica, dam-
ask, alba). The term hybrid china clearly defined
these new roses. Gardeners knew that a rose classed
as a hybrid china would be a once-blooming, cold
hardy shrub with a unique, vigorous growth habit
which would be ideal for all climates. Now, with
the “hybrid” attached to almost all china roses, the
term has no descriptive value or logical meaning.
Instead, it creates more confusion. As Dr. Malcolm
Manners so aptly puts it, “With this reasoning, the
hybrid teas should now be called hybrid-hybrid
teasi”

As you can imagine, these changes caused a wave

of expressed displeasure, not only with the OGR
enthusiasts and gardeners in this country, but
among nursery professionals and gardeners world-
wide, as well. But, now the good news . . . all ofthe
displeasure and disagreement seems now to be
resolving itself in a constructive and very positive
manner. Marily Young, co-chair of the ARS Clas-
sification Committee, called a special meeting in
January 2005 in conjunction with the Huntington
Great Rosarians Program in California. The pur-
pose of the meeting was to revisit the entire subject
of rose classification and to receive input form
invited parties involved with the issue. Among
those invited to attend were Marily Young, co-chair
of the ARS Classification Committee; Steve Jones,
ARS vice president representing the ARS; Dr.
Malcolm Manners, chairman Heritage Rose Foun-
dation; Steven Scanniello, president of HRF; Gregg
Lowery, Vintage Gardens, HRF Trustee; Phillip
Robinson, Vintage Gardens; Jeri Jennings, Heri-
tage

(continued on page 4)

e e e o e e o s S
Spring 2005

- PAGES




Roses Group; Clair Martin, curator of the rose
gardens at the Huntington Botanic Garden; Mel
Hulse, director of the San Jose Heritage Rose Gar-
den and HRF Trustee; and Margaret and Peter
Harkness of Hitchin, England, adding a strong
international voice to the proceedings.

Unfortunately I was not able to attend as chair of
the ARS OGR Committee. However, I have fol-
lowed the meeting and its outcome closely. The
results of the conference seem to be very positive
although nothing specific was settled. The group
did make much headway in presenting the rationale
for returning to the traditional classifications. Ev-
eryone felt the issue was very important and wor-
thy of a more thorough study and review. The
conference ended with everyone on board to con-
tinue the discussions by e-mail. I am happy to
report that has happened. The e-mail volume is
going strong with ongoing discussions.

What will the outcome be? I don’t know.
Discussions are ranging from a possible duel clas-
sification system (one for the botanists and one for
the rest of us) to a proposal that would essentially
go back to the Modern Roses IV or Modern Roses
V definitions of classes. Which (if any) of these
ideas will prevail is just speculation at this time.
But, I do know a number of very knowledgeable
people are putting a lot of thought and time into this
issue. Now we have many of the principles in-
volved in a very constructive reevaluation of the
entire classification issue. This is a great example
of bringing everyone together to work out a prob-
lem which has many passionate viewpoints. It is
our hope that it will result in a system that will
allow us to honor the more traditional, historical
description of the roses we love so much.

YESTERDAY’S ROSES OF
PUERTO RICO
by Maureen Reed Detweiler

Jose Marrero Torrada, a professional horticultural-
ist and forester, wrote a fine monograph on the old
roses of Puerto Rico in 1989, when he was 78 years
old. After years of research on the history of the
rose in Puerto Rico, made difficult due to the scar-
city of written documentation, he completed the
work entitled Yesterday’s Roses. He was very
concerned about preserving old roses for the future.
He stated in the foreword, “I believe it my duty as
a citizen to see that the information accumulated is
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not lost for want of publication. This may also
serve as a guide to future collectors.”

Yesterday’s Roses, or Las Rosas Del Ayer, is a
30-page, typewritten document which includes the
history of roses and of roses in Puerto Rico, his
methods of collecting roses, suggestions for pre-
serving collections for the future, and a bibliogra-
phy. The paper was written in Spanish and
translated into English (with the author’s permis-
sion) in 1993 by Peggy Nicoll of the Bermuda Rose
Society. Nicoll then sent copies of the work to
several old rose luminaries in the United States.

The roses Torrada collected, studied and docu-
mented in Puerto Rico have been found, princi-
pally in Rio Piedras and its districts. He stressed
that he had not collected roses in all areas of Puerto
Rico. And, although he assumed the same varieties
would be found in other sites, he expressed the
possibility that there may have been additional
varieties surviving in other sites which future col-
lectors may be able to obtain.

Torrada tells of the effects of the Puerto Rican
culture and customs on rose cultivation there. For
example, cultivating roses was a popular amuse-
ment for women in the 19 and early 20' centuries,
since their activities were limited to the oversight
of servants and domestic matters. Only the cultiva-
tion of ornamental plants was considered proper
for ladies. Therefore, ornamental plants, such as
roses, were referred to as “the plants of the lady of
the house.” Yesterday’s Roses is dedicated “to the
Puerto Rican woman, who like all women, loved
roses and cultivated them with unselfish dedica-
tion.”

He states that the most important and best known
roses in Puerto Rico were the tea roses, followed
closely, because of their adaptability, resistance,
and because they required less care, by the chinas.
Noisettes, although he believes there were fewer
varieties present, were also important because they
were the best climbers and very prolific bloomers.-

Of the hundreds of old roses which were collected
and studied by Torrada, he selected 50 of the best
known and most successful in Puerto Rico to list in
this work. It is not surprising that the roses he
found thriving there were some of the same ones
found in other warm climates. They are as follows

(continued on page 5)
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